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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at

4-80 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETITION-RAILWAY TRAFFIC BILL.

ADVANCE COPY OF DILL, HOW OBTAINED-

Mn. C. HARPER (Beverley) pre-
sented a, Petition from Mr. Charles: de
Bela Brounlie, receiver apd manager of
the undertakings, assets, etc., of the
Midland Railway Company, and the
representative of the debenture holders,
against the Railway Traffic Bill, pray-
ing that the petitioner be permitted to
be represented by counsel at the Bar of
the House in opposition to the second
reading.

Petition received and read.
MR. HARPER farther moved that the

petition be printed.
MR. S. C. PIGOTT (West Kimber-

ley). I would like to ask if it has been
the ordinary custom in Western Aus-
tralia, for Bills to be distributed amongst
the public before they are placed before
this House. This is the first case of the
kind that has ever cropped up to my
knowledge, and I think it is a practice
that should not be indulged in. I hope
we shall have a few words from the
Premier on the subject.

Tan PREMIER (Hon. Walter
James) : I meant to ask tile member
for Beverley (Mr. Harper) if he would
be good enough, between now and the
date that he proposes for the considera-
tion of this prayer, to make inquiries
from those gentlemen and see where they
got a copy of the Bill from. No copies
have been issued by authority of the
Government; and if this company has
some back-door influence by which it is
able to obtain copies of Bills not known
outside the Treasury bench, it would
be very useful to know what influence

they have in this connection. I should
like to say at once that there has been no
authority for the company to have any
draft Bill or proposed Bill; and if they
have obtained it at all, it has been by
irregular means.

Ma. HARPER: So far as I am con-
cerned, I have not a notion as to how the
petitioner got a copy. I think, however,
that the responsibility rests on the Gov-
ernment Printer. I do not think it quite
the thing for the Premier to ask mes to
take the blame.

THE: Panmun Ascertain from your
petitioner how he got a copy of the Bill.

Mna. HARPER: 1 do not think that
concerns the prayer. If the prayer be
granted, we can ask the 1)etitionler or his
representative at the Bar of the Rouse.

THE PREMIER- The petition is pre-
mature, until the Bill has been introduced.

MR. PIGOTT: Will the Premier. now
give a prmise to make inquiry into the
mattero

TH:E PREMIER: Undoubtedly I shall
make inquiry.

THE SPEAKER: I cannot think how
the Bill could have been procured by

teepersons, unless it was done privy
to the Government Printer.

THE PREMIER: The petition really is
irrelevant, because there is no Bill before
the House. The Bill has not been seen.

Mn. HARPER:- Notice has been given
Of it.
I THE PREMIER: Yes.

THrE SPiSAKEII I think it is rather
premature, if the Bill has not been pre-
sented to the House.

THE CLERK:' It has been read a first
time.

THE SPEAK ER: Then it is before the
House.

MR. HARPER: The petition alleges
that the Bill has been read a first time.

THE PREMIER: Copies of the Bill have
not been circulated.

THE SPEAKER:z Technically, the Bill
is in the possession of the House.

MR. HARPER:- May I move that the
prayer of the petition be taken into con-
sideration on Tuesday next?

THEn SPEAKER: It appears to me that
unless the Bill is in the hands of mem-
bers by Tuesday next, the House cannot
possibly consider the petition.

MR, HARPER: Tbe matter could be
postponed, then.
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THE SPEAKER : It could be post-poned; yes. The question now before
the House is that the petition be printe d.

Question put and passed.
MR. HARPER: I give notice of

motion, "That the prayer of the petition
be taken into consideration on the second
reading of the Bill."

QUESTION-LIQUOR LICENSE,
BOULDER.

MR. TAYLOR asked the Attorney
General: i, Whether it is a fact that a
license has been granted'for a building at
Boulder City, which contains four bed-
rooms, two parlours and one bar, with
only 18 feet frontage to Burt street. 2,
If so, whether tbe Minister considers that
a license should be granted for a building
of this description in a populous centre.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL re-
plied: Y, The building contains the accoin-
modation mentioned, and has a frontage
of 18 feet, though the land frontage is
66 feet. 2, It is very much to be re-
gretted that a license was granted for
such a totally inadequate building.

QUESTION-RAILWAY WORKSHOPS.
MIDLAND JUNCTION,

MR. JACOBY, for Mr. Atkins, asked
the Minister for Works: i, How long
the Midland Workshops have been in
construction. 2, What have been the
reasons for the delay in their completion.,
in view of the apparently urgent need for
this work.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: a, Active oper-ations were corn-
menced in connection with the Midland
Junction Workshops in January, 1901,
ay work carried out prior to that date
being of a very preliminary and inter-
mittent nature. 2, The delays in com-
pletion are attribunted to the following
causes :-(o.) The appointment by Par-
liament of a Select Committee, which
sat from September to December, 1901,
to inquire into and report as to the
scheme and designs to be adopted. (b.)
Contingent on (a) the delay in the pre-
paration of designs and the forwarding
of indents for ironwork to England. (c.)
Delay in receiving structural and other
ironwork from England. The work is
now being pushed forward.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

on motion b .y Mr, HIGnni, leave of
absence for one fortnighit granted to the
member for Geraldton (Mr. Hutchinson),
on the ground of illness; on motion by
Mr. QUINLAN, leave for one fortnight
granted to the member for Moore (Dr.
M. O'Connor), on the ground of urgent
private business; on motion by Mr.
TnomfAs, leave for one fortnight granted
to the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans), on the ground of urgent
private business; and on motions by Mr.
JACOBY, leave of absence for one fort-
night granted to the member for North
Fremantle (Mr. Doherty), and the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Moran), on the
ground of urgent private business.

PROVIDENT SOCIETIES BILL.
Introduced by the PREME, and read

a first time.

INQUrRY-AUDIT MATTERS.

TnE PREMIER (Hon. Walter James)
moved-

That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into and report upon the mnatter which
is referred to in paragraph 4 of the Report of
the Auditor General, dated the 20th instant,
and foruied the subject of a personal explana-
tion in this House by the Honourable the
Colonial Treasurer on the 22nd instant.
He said: Members will no doubt recol-
lect that the Auditor General, in his
report made to the House on the 20th
July last, referred to a personal interview
which he alleged had taken place between
himself and the Treasurer with two public
servants. The report sets forth certain
language which the Auditor General
alleged had been used by the Treasurer,
and which, in the Auditor General's
opinion, amounted to contempt. of his
office. Personally, I consider it open to
serious question whether the Auditor
General has any right whatever to address
the House, save within the limits defined
by the Audit Act of 1891. Directly he
travels outside the limits of that Act, he
occupies no stronger position than dloss
any other public servant. However, when
the report was laid on the table of the
House, the Treasurer made a personal
explanation in relation to the paragraph I
particularly refer to, and he controverted
the statements made by the Auditor
General. I communicated with the
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Auditor General, and pointed out that as
there was a conflict between what he had
reported to the House and what had been
said by the Treasurer, I should be glad,
if he so desired, to have a select com-
mittee appointed, so that an inquiry
might be instituted to ascertain the
actual facts of this matter. He fell in
with the suggestion, and I accordingly
gave notice of this motion. I think it
desirable that this matter should be in-
quired into. Any officer who has a right
to present reports to Parliament has a
very valnable privilege; but it is a privi-
lege which shonld be exercised with due
sense of responsibility, because the reports
are placed on the table of the House. cir-
culated. throughout the State and in
other States also, and get into the Press;
and unless very great care is taken, injury
may be done to people who have no right
to reply, or who, even if they have a right
to reply, are not able to circulate their
reply as widely as the report itself cir-
culates. Personally I hope that in the
new Audit Act provision will be made
that, whenever a complaint is lodged
against any Minister for a violation of
the Audit Act, the Minister will have an
opportunity of placing his explanation
before the House at the same time and
as part of the report, so that instead of
only one side of the case being first
represented, both sides may come before
the House simultaneously, and not only
before the House but before every
person who reads the report. I propose
to ask this committee, if the House agrees
to its appointment, to inquire into and
report on the matters referred to in para-
graph 4, that being the paragraph in which
the Auditor General complains of certain
language. I do not propose to discnss
the question whether, even assuming that
language was used, this House desires or
expects a report from the Auditor General
in relation to such a matter. However
desirable it may be to place him in ab
position where he has strong powers, I
very much question whether any of us
desires to see these powers used for the
purpose of exercising, through Parlia-
ment, a sort of correcting or supervising
influence over the language of any par-
ticular Minister, or even over the whole
Ministry. However, I am moving for
this select committee because I think it
only just to the Auditor General, in view

of his statement and its contradiction by
the Treasurer, that an inquiry should be
held so that the House may ascertain the
exact facts.

Mit. JACOBY (Swan): When I first
read this motion on the Notice Paper, I
thought it would give the House an
opportunity of adding certain instructions
to the committee which would enable an
inquiry to be made into the Auditor
General's Department-au inquiry which,
in view of past events, and particularly
of the work of the Royal Commission on
the Public Service, is evidently much
needed. But I notice this is a matter
which concerns only the Auditor General's
report so far as it refers to a particular
interview between him and the Treasurer;
and therefore I wish distinctly to draw
attention to the need for removing the
grave doubts now existing in our minds
as to the conduct of this department. I
believe the Government have asked the
auditor of the Federal Government, who
is now in the State, to make some inquiries
into this department; but I understand
that these inquiries are to be made only
with regard to matters of business between
the Auditor General's Department and the
Treasurer. The Goveritmentare, of course,
unable to go any farther in that particular
direction; and in my opinion it becomnes
the duty of Parliament to take some
other course, and try to seize the oppor-
tunity which presents itself of having
a thorough inquiry made into this de-
partnient, now that we have in the State
an officer so capable of making that
inquiry. I therefore do not consider
that we should ask the Government to
take any active steps in promoting such
inquiry. The responsibility is not upon
the shoulders of the Government, but
upon Parliament; and I therefore hope
that some steps will be taken, before
many more sittings of this House are
held, to pass a resolution in favour of such
inquiry, and to send on that resolution
to the Upper House, asking for their con-
currence. I hope that as a result, We shall
have a thoroughly impartial and efficient
inquiry into the conduct of this depart-
ment, and shall see whether we are being
well or badly served. I mention the
matter now because I should like some
expression of opinion from members of
the House, and from the Premier himself,
as to what is the best course to pursue.
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Mn- HOLMES: For what are we pay-
ing the Royal Commission ?

Miz. JACOBY: I do not know whether
the omnmission are in a. position to give
us an adequate report on this subject.

MR. HOLMES: They should be.
Kit JACOBY: But in any case I

should like to submit that we now have
a. gentleman in this State who is, I think,
far more competent to report upon a
specisi department of the character of
the Auditor General's than are the Royal
Commission. And I think the oppor-
tunity should therefore be taken to avail
ourselves of that officer's serices while hie
is here.

MR. F ILLINGWOILTH (Cue): I
am at a loss to understand this motion,
which has been placed before the House
by the Premier. Apparently the select
eommittee are to consider the q uestion of
certain remarks which have passed, or
are alleged to have passed, between an
officer of this State-an officer of Parlia-
ment, I admit-and the State Treasurer.
I have no memnory of such a committee
being appointed in history. I cannot
understand how the Premier can propose
that the House should be asked to
appoint a committee to sit in judgment
upon a Minister of this State. That
seems to me a proceeding which is alto-
gether out of place and entirely uncalled
for; and considerable difficulty and
friction will arise if this course is to be
pursued in such cases. Officers of this
State have their proper means of redress,
and the House has heard the Treasurer's
explanation as to the interview. I venture
to suggest that an outrage-I can call it
nothing hut an outrage-has been com-
mitted in this House, by which a private
interview has been published in the Press
by the Auditor General;- and language
has been put in print that ought never to
have passed out of the original room in
which it was uttered, if it were uttered at
all. And now to ask this House to
appoint a select committee to inquire into
an altercation, or an alleged altercation,
between the Auditor General and the
Treasurer of this State, is carrying things
to a pitch that I cannot understand. I
hope the House will utterly reject this
motion. We have seen the report of the
Auditor General, and heard the explana-
tion of the Treasurer. If this House is
not satisfied with a Minister of the

Crown, its duty is plain and simple: let
it move a vote of want of confidence in
the Ministry. But to appoint a select
committee to consider any act of any
Minister is to me something entirely
novel and entirely out of place. I hope
the House will reject the motion. Of
course, in cases of this kind we are apt to
follow Ministers almost blindly; but 1
hope members will think carefully of
what they are doing when they appoint
such it select committee, else in future
days any official may point to this case
and call for any difficulty between
himself and his Minister to be investi-
gated by a select committee of the House.
It is a very grave mistake that the motion
should be proposed, and a still more
grave mistake if the committee is
appointed; therefore I strongly urge
meem bers to reject the motion proposed
by the Premier.

M-R. S.C0. PIGOTT (West Kim berley):
I think members will agree that the
Auditor General acted in a very un-
gentlemanly way, and that be took
advantage of the privileges of his office.
There isi much to be said in favour of the
view put forwara by the member for Cue;
but I think, and I hope I am speaking
for all members at any rate on the
Opposition side, that we should be glad
if the Premier withdrew the motion.
Still, I on my part am content to leave
the matter entirely in the hands of the
P'remier, and I give himu my assurance
that members on this (Opposition) side of
the H-ouse are entirely satisfied with the
explanation that has been offered, and I
may also state that members on the
Opposition side of the House really con-
sider that the matter ought not to be
gone into any farther.

MR. R. HASTIE (KanownaQ: I do
not think the view expressed by the
member for Cue is really the controlling
view. In this case the hon. member
sieems to fear that if a select committee
be appointed now, it will act as a pre-
cedent and will be taken advantage of by
other officers; hut I would remind the
hon. member that the Auditor General is
a direct officer of Parliament and not sub-'
ject to Ministerial control, while all othier
officers are under particular Ministers
who are responsible for their conduct.
The Auditor General is directly appoin ted
by Parliament, and we may say he is also
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at cheek on Ministers: that being so,
Parliament is now called on to decide
whether it will answer his report or not,
and if so, in what particular terms. The
leader of the Opposition has apparently
made up his mind what the answer
should be; but many of us are
not exactly in the sme position; besides
if we wish to have this incident settled,
it is better to go to some trouble and
give the Auditor General every opportu-
nity to prove he was in the correct posi-
tion. That can be done by a select com-
mittee, and a select committee only. We
are not going outside our functions by
appointing this committee, and until the
committee is appointed, there are many
people in the State who may have Rome
doubt as to whether this report has been
treated correctly. I strongly urge the
House to appoint a committee, and if it
is appointed and the case is as repr-sented by the member for Cue and te
member for West Kimberley, there is no
doubt the incident will be finished in a
manner satisfactory to themselves or
what they may think best.

MR. C. HARPER (Beverley): There
are one or two phases of 'this question I
would like members to consider. It
appears there is a dispute between a
Minister of the Crown and a servant of
Parliament who is independent of a
Minister. If the course suggested by the
member for Cue be followed, the position
will remain strained between the Minister
and this officer of Parliament; and to get
over that difficulty it appears, to be
forcing on the Minister the only other
course open, to remove by a vote of
Parliament the Auditor General. The
G overnment have either to let the matter
remain an open sore or take that course.
The Premier proposes a middle course,
to ask the House to appoint a select comi-
mittee to go into the circumstances of the
case and settle the matter in that way.
I do not know if I am correct in saying
that, but it appears to me the course
suggested by the member for Cue will
not get over the difficulty. Surely this
is a case that should be settled by a
decision of the House.

MR. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): I
certainly object to the lpersoInal applica-
tion of the Premier's motion. I for one
am perfectly satisfied, and was perfectly
satisfied at the time of the explanation

given by the Treasurer. I do not want
to see a select committee appointed only
to inquire into paragraph 4 of the special
report which deals with a personal
question ; therefore in order to test the
feeling of the House, I move-

That in the second line of the motion the
words " matter which is referred to in para-
graph of"- be excised.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Walter James):
I would like to point out to members-
of course paragraph 5 follows upon para-
graph 4-that in paragraph 3 there is no
controversy: the Minister himself admits
there was a breach of the Audit Act. I
may be allowed to explain how the posi-
tion strikes me. The Auditor General
being a servant of Parliament has a right
to make reports to Parliament, and he
makes a report on questions of fact.

MR. ILLINGwOETH: On audit.
Tan PREMIER: On facts relating to

audit. I agree with the interjection
entirely. I think this paragraph itself
ought not to be in the report; it is
outside the subject of the report at all;
but if an officer of Parliament makes a
charge in relation to a member which
that member flatly contradicts, there is
evidently a misapprehension on one side
or the other. Here we have that dispute
and that contradiction on the records of
the House. Certain statements have
been made. There is a report of the
Auditor General that certain facts exist.
Where there is controversy on that point,
are we to allow that report or a'portion
of the report to remain as a record?

MR. ILLINOWORTH: Strike it out when
we consider the Auditor General's report.

THu PREMIER: All we can do is to
have it put right. Of course we can
strike it out if it is found to be incorrect;
but certainly we should not be doing
justice to the Auditor General in accepting
the statement of any one Minister or
private member who contradicts the
Auditor General. For that reason we
should h~ave an inquiry, for we may not
have heard from the Auditor General all
the facts of the ease. We have heard the
personal explanation of the Treasurer,
and we should, in fairness to the Auditor
General, give him an opportunity of
going into the whole matter. If the
select committee reports that the state-
ment is inaccurate, I am certain in that
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ease it would be found there was a mis-
apprehension, I am quite confident that
the Auditor General is the last man in
the State to deliberately makW a false
statement. HEe, I am certain, would be
the first to join wii 1us in saying that the
paragraph should be expunged and be
will loyaliy accept Ihe finding of the
select committee, as the Treas'urer will.
That will entirely remove the difficulty.
I hope the House will agree to the
appointment of the select committee. I
have seen the Auditor General and have
consulted him as to the personnel of the
committee, so that it shall not be said it
was a party committee. I want to be
fair to hint because it is an important
matter, important to Parliament that we
should insist that whenever a public
servant or an individual has the right to
make a report, that be should keep within
the four corners of that report and be
careful in what he says.

MR. A. E. THOMAS: Alter the ex-
planation of the Premier, 1 would like to
withdraw my amendment. I agree with
the leader of the Opposition that we can,
with safety, leave the matter in the
Premier's hands. I thought to simplify
matters and bring us together, and that
the amendment would remove the per-
sonal portion of the motion.

THE SPEAKER: The amendment is not
before the House, not having been
seconded.

Question put and passed.
Ballot taken, and a committee ap-

pointed comprising Mr. Harper, Mr.
Parkiss, Mr. Quinlan, Mr. Taylor, also
Mr. James as mover; with power to call
for persons and papers, and to sit on days
on which the House stands adjourned;
to report this day fortnight.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

SIXTH DAT OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.
MR. J. B3. HOLMAN (North Mur-

chison): In making a few remarks on
the Address-in-Repl 'Y, I intend to deal
mainly with the Speech of his Excellency.
In the first place, one of the muost striking
paragraphs we see is this: " The recent
movement in the mother country towards

securing closer trade relations between
the various parts of the Empire has been
welcomed in this State with feelings of

warm sy* nipathy and sincere hopes for its
ultimate success." Had that read that
there had been a movement brought
about or an attempt to give preference
of employment to the people of the
English-speaking race, it would, I think,
have been received with far greater
satisfaction than this statement, which
was inade by a few representing the
Government. I have travelled over a
great part of the country, and have never
heard one expression of pleasure at those
remarks, or at the thought that we were
going to have closer trade relations with
the old country. My own opinion is
that the idea of closer trade relations
with the old country is merely a senti-
ment expressed by a few of those who
have the reins of government in their
hands at the present time. I do not
think such a, feeling as that referred to
exists throughout this State, becapse
if we have closer trade relations in
a short time there will be closer con-
nection with alien races. If we onlyv look
to the contracts on the mail steamers, we
find the crews composed almost solely of
black labour. In South Africa we find
the same sort of thing. The British
people, or descendants of British people,
have been going there fighting to take
away the country from those who owned
it before, but we find that the desire of
those who have everything to gain at the
present moment is to flood that country
with Chinese. The question before the
whole world is whether- or not 200,000
Chinese will be transported to South
Africa to work in the mines.

MR. PbOTT.r That is not many.
Mit. HOLMAN:- No. If there were

the sante opportunity' we should have a
good few of themn here. Very likely the
boa. member would engage a few of them
to look after the pearling industry. We
need not go so far away as that to see
what has taken place in connection with
the employment of alien labour. We
can see it in our own country. When-
ever any of those English companies
managed from London who talk about
this fellow-feeling-the sympathy is ex-
pressed on our side and the othier side
gets all the cash-hiave an opportunity
to engage labour on their mines, they fill
their mines with Italiails and engage
Afghans to cut wood. If those are the

Icloser relations we are going to have with
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the old country, I hope and trust that the
people of Australasia will rise up and
have no relations with them at all. if
there be a danger of our having a mongrel
race for the sake of a little section, I say
the sooner we stop it the better. If
some people had closer relations with
regard to the employment of those aliens
they seem so desirouts to employ, It think
they would have a greater sickener of
them than we have now. There are rich
dividend-paying mines in regard to which
on every possible occasion the Com-
panies, instead of employing men of
their own race and showing a little
patriotism, allow us to have the whole of
the sentiment whilst they, simply because
they may be able to put a few paltry
pounds into their pockets on the trans-
action, engage Italians. An Italian is
not like a, man of the English-speaking
race, but is a kind of man who will do
any crawling towards the boss. The
English-speaking race are not afraid to
stand up for their rights, and will not
crawl or pander to anyone simply because
that person is in a bietter position and
able to engage men to work. I have
always found that a man of an English-
speaking race, whether he is a Britisher
or an American, can do a far better day's
work than any Italian.

Ms. THoM&s: Who put the Italians
on the Norseman mineP

MR. HOLMAN: I do not know; but
if the hon. member had kept his mine at
work down there he might have employed
them himself. We find that immediately
an opportunity arises-I have seen it
myself during the last few weeks-to
give employment, preference is shown to
the alien. That is what I protest against
at the present time. Instead of trying
to get closer trade relations in the matter
of pounds shillings and pence, let us try
to build up the British race throughout
the whole of the colonies, and give
employment to those who speak the
same language as we do; so that
in future we shall not have to depend
on aliens of all colours to inter-
mingle with us in order to makea nation;
so that we may be able to make the
nation by ourselves. Althiough welheard
a little here last night about the bravery
and generosity of the Australians who
went to South Africa to fight for the
Empire, and how by their generosity and

bravery the silken bonds of relationship
were drawn closer, and all that sort of
thing. I am of the opinion-and this
has been expressed by more than 20 or 30
returned mien to my knowledge-that if
the returned soldiers were faced with the
same question again they would indeed go
to South Africa to fight, but their fighting
would be on the other side; and in in v
opinion the men would not be to blame.
I am convinced that if the mother
country should be in the same trouble
again, especially' with a mining corn-
Inuflity, and if the Empire should call
on us to send Australian Contingents, the
call would not meet with the same
response. On the last occasion we
offered our services freely, but I do not
think we should do so again. I do hope
and trust that those who hold the reins
of government here will not, simply
because the King's birthday with the
possibilities of honours coming along in
November next, fail to do their duity;
I hope they will do their duty by their
fellow men, so that our race may be built
up, not in mongrel fashion, but as a
pure-bred English-speaking race.

MR. WALLACE: You ought to give
that aodvice to the Labour unions.

M P.. HOLiMAN: As for the unions, I
can say that in view of the cheap labour
and other disadvantages which the
workers have to contend against, they
must go to those storekeepers from whom
they can get assistance. The time is quite
ripe for the worker to patronise the
Asiatic or Coloured storekeeper; for that
is the only way in which he can induce
the European storekeeper to show any
consideration.

MRt. WALLACE: Do you want a white
AustraliaP

MRt. HOLMAN: Yes; I want a, white
Australia; and I think if we allow the
members of the present Government to
send forth such statements as are
expressed in the Speech, our white Aus-
tralia will be pretty streaky.

MR. WALLACE: You ought not to have
touched on the question: it is dangerous
to the workers.

MR. HOLiMAN: As for the danger of
touching on the question, mx' knowledge
of the Murchison district enables me to
say that there are very few Coloured aliens
engaged in storekeeping on the Mar-
chison. I absolutely do not know of one.
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At all events, I am sure that it is not as
a rule the workers who patronise the alien
traders:- the coloured storekeeper gets
the custom of those who think they can
make a little bit out of him, The hon.
member (Mr. Wallace) who said the sub-
ject was dangerous will, if be looks back
on the past a little, recognise bow dan-
gerous it is. Very likely he will know
how certain steps, came to be taken withi
a view to bringing Afgha'ns to.- this
country.

MR. WALLACE-. f am speaking from
experience, and speaking truthfully.

Mna. HOLMAN; I also am speaking
from experience, because I have travelled
over the whole of the Murchison country;
and T am speaking quite as truthfully as
is the hon. member, if not:mr o Now,
I trust members generally will think for
themselves whether it is more desirable to
have trade relations with the mother
country, or to have a pure-bred race. The
next matter dealt with b Y the Governor's
Speech refers to t he Transcontinental Rail-
way. In niy opinion there exists no
necessity for proceeding at once with
the building of a broad-gauge line to
Kalgoorlie. I eonseider that if the money
were spent in opening up other parts o
the country where railways are badly
required, and have been badly required
for a long time, we should be doing more
to benefit Western Australia. I do not
consider that it is the duty of the State
to con struct the proposed broad-gauge
line to ]Kalgoorlie, because I do not see
how, under such circumstances, the
Transcontinental Railway can be called
a federal line. If the Transcontinental
Railway is to be built at all, let Austral-
asia build it; not Western Australia.
Kalgoorlie is very well supplied with the
railway from Perth and Fremantle. I
should be glad to see a line constructed
from the Eastern Goldfields to Esperance
Bay: That railway would facilitate the
carriage of goods and passengers, and
would save. almost as much time as would
the Trainscontinental. As for the Cool-
gardie. Water Scheme, I believe that its
advantages have not been felt so much
up to the present as they will be felt in
the future. By reason of the heavy rain-
fall experienced during the last few
months, Eastern Goldfields residents do
not just at present feel the need of the
scheme as wmuch as they did in the past.

I am sure, however, that when those
people bear in mind the generosity of
Western Australia as a State in endea-
Vouting to make the Coolgardie Water
Scheme a success-and it has been a, fair
success, so far, as regards supply of
water-I think they will be only too
pleased to rally up and assist to make
the scheme a financial success. I regret
to observe that the Speech contemplates
no provision for a water supply on the
Murchison Goldfields, which at the pre-
sent-as they h ave been d uring the whole
of last summner-suffering greatly from
the lack of an adequate' supply. The
water on the Murchison has been bad, and
a great. deal of sickness has resulted. The
Governmentouglt to have done something
for the Murchison people in this respect.
In the past the view has been taken that
because water is obtainable on the Mur-
chison. by sinking, those fields would
always have a permanent supply. Last
summer, however, proved that the Mur-
chison has not a permanent supply. Itrust
that the Government will step into the
breach and do something before the
advent of next summer. When applica-
tion was made by the Murchison residents
for a better water supply they were told
by the Government to borrow the money
for the purpose. 1 maintain that if the
Government can spend £3,000,000 in
supplying almost the whole of the Eastern
Goldfieldsa with water, they migh t well be
prepared to spend a little on the Mur-
chison field as9 well. At present, the
Murchison is the second goldfield in the
State; and. some inducement, I consider,
should he offered the people there to
settle permanently. Opportunity should
be givent them to make the field a greater
success than it is now. One of the best
means towards that end is to furnish a
good supply of water. When one con-
siders that about £10,000 was spent in
Coolgardie on condensers which were never
used-I do not think a gallon of water
wats got from those condensers - one must
hold that the Government ought to be
willing to spend a few thousand pounds
for the benefit of the Murchison. On
that field there are good natural facilities
for securing a permanent supplyv of water;
for example, at a place called " the Gap,"
which is nine or ten miles beyond Nan-
nkine, the expenditure of a, few thousand
pounds would secure a good supply. if
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this has not been done already, I should
recommend the Government at all events
to reserve a large area in the district for
water supply pur-poses. With other mem-
bers, I must express my appreciation of
the Government's action in endeavouring
to protect the timber industry. I for my
part should be gladjif the scope of the Royal
Commission's inquiry were not limited to
the South-West, but wereextended so as to
include the devising of the best means of
providing a supply of timber in districts
which are not favoured in this respect.
Ou the Murchison, absolutely no mining
timber of any description is obtainable.
All timber required has to be railed from
Mullewa, which is at a considerable dis-
tance from the mining centres; indeed
some companies have to bring their
timber even from Three Springs, on the
Midland line. The Royal Commission
on Forestry might inquire what are the
most suitable timbers for miniugpiurposes,
and then experiments in planting timber
might be made on the Murchison, so that
eventually the fields could be supplied
with locally-grown timber. As it is,
great difficulty is experienced in securing
supplies. Hon. members must bear in
mind that in the back country, where
there are no railways, mining companies
are often compelled to convey timber for
as much as 30 miles by horse teams.
I amn Strongly of the opinion that some
of the Commission's time ought to be
devoted to the question of timber
supplies for mning operations in sparsely-
timbered districts. The. Agricultural.
Department also might do something to
help the holders of garden areas on the
Murchison G-oldield. Such areas are
dotted all over that field. Provision
ought to be made by the department for
supplying the holders with fruit tr-ees,
plants, and vegetables for experimental
purposes, so that the most profitable
cultivation may be ascertained. The
trees, plants, and vegetables might be
supplied on the understanding that those
experimenting with them should furnish
the department with a report of results.
Such reports might he published, and
then the people concerned would be
afforded an opportunity of learning what
cultivation is best suited to their soil.
As the representative of a mnining dis-
trict, I cannot but express satisfaction at
the progress of the milling industry, but

undoubtedly it is a matter of regret
that so few of our great mines
should be in West Australian hands.
When we find that the prosperity of
the mining industry is doing the country
as a whole practically no good, it is highi
time that we looked about for a remedy.
Almost the whole of the dividends
earned by the mines are being sent out
of the State. A new and growing country
like Western Australia, which stands in
need of development, may fairly look for
some return from its prosperous mining
industry. No doubt, when the con-
solidating measure comes before the
House ano opportunity will be given of
discussing the question. I trust that the
Bill I refer to will make provision for
the working of leases, and also that it
will provide for fortnightly pays. The
present system of monthly pays is disad-
vantageous to the workers. I trust, also,
that the Minister will introduce into the
measure a, provision for dealing with the
employment of aliens. The establish-
ment of Government batteries in Western
Australia has unquestionably been pro-
ductive of much good. I believe that in
tbe near future we mnay safely reduce tbe
cost of crushing even below the prices
now charged. As regards the cost of
cyaniding, I maintain that the lease-
holders are called on to pay far too
much. Companies and private indoividuals
can cyanide in some cases for less than
5s. per ton.

Mu. THOMAS : For less than 4s. per
ton.

Mn. HOLMAN: Possibly; but in no
case does the cost of cyaniding exceed 6s.
6d. Therefore I consider it hardly fair
that the Government should charge I Os.
to leaseholders crushing in State bat-
teries; and I hope those leaseholders will
be given every consideration. As has
often been said, even if the Government
sustained a little loss on State batteries
and cyanide plants, the revenue would
derive greater benefits from other sources;
for if we can encourage men to work,
knowing that they will receive the whole
of the gold that is in their stone, the
mining industry will have a better chance
of development than it has had in the
])ast. While speaking on mining, I can-
not let the opportunity pass without a
word as to the wardens on the different
goldfields. It is absolutely necessary that
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something should be done to shift the
wardens about periodically; and I can
but refer to some remarks I made last
session, and I believe in previous sessions,
when I said something to the effect that
after a warden had been a certain time in
a particular district he settled down into
one groove, and it was hard work to get
him out of that groove. I see by later
developments that I have no reason to
change my opinion. I hope the Minister
will in future arrange for the periodical
shifting of wardens. I should not allow
them to stay in one district for more than
two years. I do not think, after the Press
reports of the Princes Royal forfeiture
case in Cue, that it would be fair to let the
opportunity go by without making a few
remarks. Some months ago a person
called Miller applied for the forfeiture of
the Princess Royal leases. The forfeiture
-was recommended by the Warden but
refused by the Minister for Mines, and in
nmy opinion quite rightly refused ; because
we find that behind this application for
forfeiture there must have been a very
glaring case of collusion between the
manager of the company and this Miller.
We find that the manager at that time
gave instructions to his under-manager
to place certain men on the leases on
certain days. This was done by instruc-
tion of the under-manager, and we findI
that these men having worked the leases
for two davs, Miller made application
for the forfeiture of those leases in respect
of those two days. The only conclusion
we can come to is that the men employed
on those days were employed by the
manager. It appears in evidence since
taken by the court that those men were
paid with Miller's nioney for the two
days' work they did there. At almost
the same time an application for for-
feiture was made by a6 man named
Maxwell. Maxwell watched the leases
for two days, during which no men were
employed on them; and he then made
an application for forfeiture. Hiowever,
before the case came into court, the
solicitor whom Maxwell had engaged
withdrew his plaint without either the
permission or the knowledge of Maxwell,
and therefore when the case came before
the court Maxwell had no standing what-
ever. After the application for forfeiture
had been heard, the under-manager of
the mine-a, man named Rainshaw-came

to me and got the, men to make a statu-
tory declaration, and made one himself,
that he had engaged them to work on the
leases on those days, and that the leases
were -worked. I brought down those
declarations to the Minister, because I
was pretty well satisfied that the case
was not clear and fair. If amine manager
is allowed to give instructions to employ
men on any lease for two days, and then
to forfeit the lease because men were not
working on those two days, I do not
think any lease in the country is safe;
because, by making certain arrangements
with the men, and by the manager him-
self paying the wages for certain days,
leases coulId be forfeited without the
knowledge of the owners. Although
I am of opinion that those leases should
have been forfeited years ago, I am
perfectly satisfied that the Minister for
Mines' action in refusing forfeiture on
that occasion was perfectly justified.
Speaking of wining, we find the member
for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) says there
has recently been a decrease of men
employed, that mines are dlosing down,
and that the industry is declining.
[Mn. TuoxAS: No.] The hon. member
said there was a decrease of men em-
ployed; and I understood him to say.
speaking of the present time, that the
industry was going down, and that the
only mining centre which was going
ahbead was, in fact, Dundas. He said
also that there would be a great with-
drawal of capital from this State. Now,
considering the output of gold during
this year, I do not think there will be
any great withdrawal of capital at all;
and I think, had there been proper
management in the past, there would not
be so many mines closed down. We
frequently find that when the returns of
a, mine begin to fall off, or it ceases to
payv dividends, the very first action of
some mine managers who have no idea of
economy in management, or whose only
idea of economy is a reduction of wages,
is to do everything possible to bring
about that reduction. That has been the
method of several managers in the past,
who should never have been managing
mnines at all. The hon. member said als'o
that lie was opp~osed to members of this
Assembly conducting arbitration cases.
Now when a member says that the whole
of the workers, the storekeepers, and the
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publicans on the goldfields are robbingI
the mining companies between them, I do
not think that member represents those
people at all. When we consider that on
the latest electoral rolls of Western
Australia a total number of 46,000 electors
is set down for the goldfields, and that,
most of them have families, I think any
mining member of this House is perfectly
justified in representing those people in
the Arbitration Court, or anywhere else in
the State; and when we find that mem-
bers of this House go outside to represent
certain classes, what are we to think?
We Labour members have been accused
of coming here to represent a class,
whereas we represent the majority. I
maintain that is the class we ought to
represent, and we represent it both inside
and outside the House. The hon. mem-
her accuses us of representing a class ;
but in my opinion he is representing a,
class both in and out of the House, to
the utmost of his ability; and that class
consists of a few dividend-collectors.
Last session he did everything possible
to prevent the passing of the Dividend
Duty Bill, and he then represented the
very worst class which could possibly be
represented in any country- the absentee
dividend-collectors. When we consider
the statement of the member for Dundas
that capital is leaving the country, can
we wonder at that fact when men in his

position get up to decry the mining
industry when it was never on a better
basis in the history, not of Western Aus-
tralia only, bt of the world? When
mining , embers come here trying to

shove themselves ' ito a little prominence
by decrying other members who do their
best to represent the majority of the
people of Western Australia, I consider
it is the duty OF those who make the
aspersions to look to themselves first, and
to see that they do not come here to
represent absentees. The next matter
which demands attention in the Speech is
that of railwayvs. As to some of the rail-
ways mooted, I must say I do not know
much about the country through which
it is proposed to build them; but I have
been through the Morgans district, and
the proposed extension of the line there
is in my opinion justified, and will receiveI
my support. ButlIam sorry to seethatnto
mention has been made of a railway to
Norseman. Even if that line were not ex-

tended to Esprance, I think thepeoplein
the Norseman district are not receiving a6
fair share of assistance from the State,
seeing that they have not been given a,
brainch railway, from the Eastern fields. I
think one of the very first matters which
should have received the attention of the
Government was a railway to Norseman.
I have been through that country, and
speaking with 10 years' experience of the
goldfields of Western Australia I can
say that the timber alone between Cool-
gardie and Norseman should almost repay
the cost of working the line. That country
is in my opinion very promising; the
mines at Dundas-I miust in this respect
bear out the hon. member (Mr. Thomas)
-are in a flourishing state; and the only
cause which retards an increase in the
prosperity of that district is the want of
railway facilities. I trust the House will
not adopt any short-sighted policy, but
will do everything possible, if not to
carry the railway through to Esperance,
to take it to the Dundas district. The
project for a railway in the Nor'-West I
believe to be justifiable, for I have
been making inquiries. Every possible
assistance should be given in the matter
of railway communication with the coast
to people in such districts. I do not
favour the handing over of the line to
private enterprise, because we see the
diffculties which have arisen when a pri-
vate company builds a railway in this
State. If a line is warranted in that
district, the State itself and not a. private

cmayshould build it. A ralway was
ladown to Nannine dluring the past

year, and on inq uiry I find that although
the line was looked on as a "1white
elephant," the traffic returns have been

farysatisfactory. And if in future
fairly ide it advisable to extend
that line to Peak Hill, I do not
think we shall be doing this State
any injustice in giving mines in that
out-back district an opportunity of
being properly opened up. I am not
in a position to say whether the Jan-
dakot line is necessary, because I have
never been to the district and do not
know anything about it; but if it is
as necessary as the lines to some of the
places I have mentioned, the people
ought to get it. But before we construct
fresh agricultural lines, I think some-
thing should be done to purchase the
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Midland Railway; for that purchbase as
I hare often said in the House, would
throw open a large area of agricultural
country. Let us purchase that line in
the first place, and I believe it will then
give much more satisfaction to the people
of this State. I am entirely in favour of
a policy of throwing out lines in the back
country, though I do not see why it is
necessary to construct lines to places
which are now only serven miles distant
from a. railway. But places out back, to
which firewood and mining timber have to
be carted as fa)r as 30 miles, deserve soe
consideration. The Speech contains a
reference to Bun bury harbour. On that
I am not prepared to say much, as I
have not been to Bunhury; but I think
it much wiser to open up our inland
industries instead of looking for so muchi
to the Bunbury harbour. I remember
reading in the Premier's policy speech
that he intended to make a reduction of
£25,000 on the carriage of foodstuffs to
the Eastern Goldfields. I do not see why
the whole of the goldfields railways
should not benefit by this reduction. It
should not be confined to the Eastern
Goldfields Railway, because the people on
the Murchison are as justly entitled
to a reduction of freights as are
those on the Eastern G-oldfields. Some
may think that a very large amount;
but last year, as I mentioned when
I spoke then, the increase in the freights
gave the Midland Company about
£215,000. So we see that this matter of
£25,000 reduction is not going to be of
very material benefit to people on the
goldfields. The people on the Murchison
were called upon to pay pretty well the
whole of the £16,000. I think the time
has come when ample reductions should
be made on the carriage of foodstuffs
and timber to the goldfields ; and the
reduction should not be confined only to
the Eastern goldfields. Especially is a
reduction needed in districts where fire-
wood has to be cardied a great number of
miles before being landed on the mines.
The nest matter that takes my attention
in the Governor's Speech is the following
paragraph-.

The Estimates and expenditure will be sub-
mitted to you in due course, framed with care-
ful regard to economy, but at the same time
with a due appreciation of the requirements
of the State,

I hope that this economy will be given
due regard to, and that the whole of the
State will receive, on the forthcoming
Estimates, A little bit of the generosity
that has always been extended to Perth
and the districts round about here. I
have heard the Premier say, when a mem-
ber of a back-country municipality has

apied to him for a grant to construct a
road, "Wydon't you tax yourselves a
little bit higher;- then you would be able
to construct your own roads ?" If that
is the policy that should be applied to
the back-country, it should also apply to
Perth. Instead of the Government
giving away a block of land worth
£235,000 to the municipality here, the
Premier should have told the people of
Perth to tax themselves higher and pay
for the land. I am pleased indeed
to see that provision is to be made
for a, better water -supply for towns
and mining districts, because I regret to
say that in the past a great many mining
and smnall places have not received the
water supply that they should have re-
ceived, and they have not been assisted
in that direction as much as they ought
to have been. Another matter to which
1 should like to see attention given is
that of the construction of roads in out-
of-the-way places. We find men working
in mining districts 'where the tracks have
been made simply by travelling along
them. We know that pioneers going
through the country travel along the
clear places, and these tracks are, there-
fore, considerably longer than they should
be. I think one of the first matters that
should be given due attention to is the
construction-if the Government cannot
push railways out to these districts -of
good and permanent roads to the various
centres, so that, people can have better
means of travelling than they have at the
present time. In regard to education for
this State, T may say that anything in-
troduced while I am here which will give
better educational facilities than we hare
at the present time will receive support
from me, because in the past the people

1have not received enough assistance in
regard to education. I think everything
possible should be done to educate the
young people and to assist them to get a
better education than we received,
especially in the country districts. I do
not think it fair to spend so much money
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in centrabising education. People in the
city have better advantages than those in
the back country have, and I think that,
before we sped a considerable sum of
money on a grand educational systemt in
Perth, something should be done to
allow those people in the back country,
where there are thousands of children
growing up, every facility to obtain a
good education, both primary and tech-
nical. One of the measures introduced is
a Constitution BiDl. That matter was dis-
cussed last year, and I am of the
same opinion now as then, that the
Government should make an amendment
in that Bill providing for payment to
membersof the Legislative Asasemibly of not
less than X300 a. year, because if members
come here to put in their time in the
interests of the country, they should at
least receive remuneration to keep them
from want. Members who live in the
back country may have to travel hun-
dreds of miles to come here, therefore
they should receive more consideration
than those who live in and near the city.
Some time last session a Fourth Judge
Bill was passed, and we were given to
understand that, immediately the mea-
sure became law, we would have Circuit
Courts established throughout, the whole
of the State. At the present time only
one Court has been established, and I
think the Attorney General should do
everything possible to see that Circuit
Courts arc established so that the people
of the Murchison can have the oppor-
tunity of going before a Circuit Court if
necessary. We heard a great deal about
that idea, and if I remember rightly that
was the mteans of getting the Bill passed
-the absolute promise that Circuit
Courts should be established throughout
the State, yet that hats not been done up
to the present time. There was a, motion
passed by this House early last session
agreeing that a system of old age pen-
sions was necessary. I would like to
see that system carried out, and I would
like to see the Government carry out the
wishes of this Assembly and do what
they were practically instructed to do
but which they have not done tip to the
present time. If the amount of money
cannot be raised in any other way, I
think it, would be a very wise plan on the
part of the Government, and a great
benefit to this State, if a Bill were intro-

duced to levy a tax on unimproved land
values. One thing I have very good
reason to complain of is that the registra-
tion of unions throughout the State has
not been fair. We heard the hon. member
for Mount Hurges (Mr. Reid) last night
on this subject, and I do not intend -to
say much about it; but when we find
that unions belonging to the Amalga-
mated Workers' Asasociation were re-
fused registration and others regis-
tered, I think we have good ground for
complaint. The facts briefly are these.
Workers situated eight or* nine miles
from a centre have applied for regis-
tration, and have been refused by
the Registrar, acting under instructions
from the Attorney General. Now if a
person is appointed to act as Registrar,
the Attorney General should not give
him instructions in a case like that.
Since that registration has been refused
we find that the excuse for the non-
registration of the unions was that they
were situated too close to one another ;
but since the refusal over a matter of
eight miles, we find other unions situated
only three and a half miles from other
centres have been registered. When
such things as that crop up, it. shows,
to my mind, that an amount of bias
is held by the Attorney General against
certain unions. I do not think that it is
fair we should allow these things to go
on. The Premier's remarks to the un-
employed in reference to-the high rate of
wages were, I believe, uncalled for, and
when he made the remark that the high
rate of wages was the cause of the num-
ber of the unemployed in this State hie
was very wrong indeed. The Premier
said:

The present tendency in Western Australia
was to increase wages and decrease employ-
ment. That could not continue unless the
future progress of the State was to be seriously
checked. It was impossible to have wages
throughout the State based on the wealth of
the few exceptional gold mines in and around
Kalgoorlie. They knew even better than he
that apart from a select few of the mines at
Kalgoorlie the remainder were low -grade

propositions. They were too apt to think that
because the wealthy mires could pay high
wages the others also could do it. No great
progress would be made by the State until
they had appreciated the fact that ultimate
success rested, not upon the big mines, bnt
upon the low-grade proposition.

The Premier also said that too much
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attention was being paid to the high
wages for a comparative few, without
regard to the great majority. I may
mention that the present rate of wages
on the goldfields has not been the means
of reducing employment or of raising the
cost of production. As regards the cost
of production, at the present time the
production costs less than before the
awards were given.

Tan MINISTE FOR9 MINER: Do you
indorse the Peak Hill award ?

Mn. HOLMAN: I will explain that
directly. The Attorney General went out
out of his way, while cases were before
the Court and decisions pending, to make
statements that he could not substantiate,
and, in my opinion statements, coming
from what is supposed to be the highest
legal authority in the State, would
influence the members of anY Court,
especially when some of these members

ar a mem bers, and do not thoroughly
udrtnd, probably, what they have to

do. Before the Attorney General made
any comment with regard to the wages
paid, he should have thought the matter
out and have been in a position to prove
what he said was correct. Now, taking
the previous awards of the Arbitration
Court, they did not increase the rate of
wages, only in a very few districts. In-
stead of being an increase of wages it
was merely a classification of rates and
wages paid, and in a great many cases
there has been a reduction in the rate of
wages paid. When we find a Judge of
the Supreme Court and the other meat-
hers of the Arbitration Court travelling
through the State taking evidence and
going down mines to see for themselves,
I think the Attorney General was very
wrong indeed to make ay remark criti-
cising the actions of the Court in settling
the rate of wages forma district. This has
not only had an effect in Western Aus-
tralia, but it has had a more far-reaching
effect than that. When the Premier was
making his policy speech, which was
some little time after he had made the
remarks with regard to the rate of wages,
he made a Statement that showed clearly
to my mind and to the satisfaction of
those who heard him that the mining in-
dustry was in a more prosperous condi-
tion than ever it had been before the
arbitration awards were thought of. I do
not think the Premier's remarks regard-

ing the rate of wages could have ainy
other effect than a tendency to reduce
the rate of wages, and also a tendency to
induce employers of labour to do every-
thing possible to bring about a reduction.
The Premier has said that the rate of
wages will not allow the working of low-
grade propositions. I am in a position
to quote rates and figures, as published,
to show that the very best mines in this
State, those paying the highest dividends,
are the very first ones every time to come
forward and make an attempt to reduce
wages. I can also assure the House
that at the present time mines that are
not paying, or never did pay, mines work-
ing locally in Western Australia in many
cases are paying ahigher rate of wages than
that awarded by the Arbitration Court.
Now what was it that mae& those mines
attempt to bring about a reduction of
wages P It was the receipt of a notice
from the Chamber of Mines for a reduction
to be made; and the mine managers on
the Murchison admitted in the Arbitra-
tion Court that their first instructions
were received from the Chamber of
Mines at Kalgoorlie. We find, therefore,
that the very first mine which attempted
to bring about a reduction of wages was
the Great Fingall. Then we find another
good Minle, the Sons of Gwalia, attempted
to bring about a reduction; also the Peak
Hill mine. Then we go to Norseman,
and find a mine that has paid, or will
have paid this month, the total amount
of £96,000 in dividends, and at the
present time the market value of that
mine is £200,000. We find that this
company was paying the very lowest
wages in the distnict. The other mines
that had not paid a Penn y of profit or
dividend during the whole time worked
were paying an average wage of about
5s. a week more than that mine. Where
do the Premier's remarks come in, that if
the low-grade propositions are to be
worked, there must be a reduction of
wagese The total paid-up capital of this
company is a little over £14,000, and as
I have said it has paid £96,000 in
dividends, and the market value of the
property is £200,000. I repeat that this
company paid a lower rate of wage than
mines which did not. make a penny profit;
it paid on an average 5s. less than
poor mines. I again ask, how can the
Premier say that low-grade propositions
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cannot be worked without a red-iction of
wagesF

THE MINISTER FOP. MINES: They are
not low-grade propositions.

MR. HOLMAN: The Premier said
low - grade propositions could not be
worked without a, reduction of wages. I
wish to show that it is never the low.
grade propositions that wish to reduce
the wages, but they pay the highest rate
of wages. If we look over the awards in
the A-rbitration Court, if we take Peak
Hill, about which the Minister for Mines
inter-jected a few minutes ago asking

jfIthougt that was a fair award, we
find, I think, the cost of production has
been reduced since the award was mnade
at Peak Hill.

THrE MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the only mine working there, and it is a
high-grade proposition.

Mn. HOLMAN: I thought the Minister
for Mines knew more about his work than
he does, when he says it is a high-grade
proposition. It is not a l0dwt. propo-
sition. I wilt show, farther, that the
result of the arbitration award did not
have a detrimental effect, because in 1902
the cost of production in that mine
panned out at X1 12s. 7d. per ton. A
report of a. meeting of the Peak Hill
Company says:

F'rom accounts that we have just received
from the manager this year, I find that the
cost to-day of mining, milling, and all general
and surface charges, including management, is
working at 21s. per ton,
So that award had no detrimental effect
on the Peak Hill district, where the
highest award ever given by the A rbitra-
tion Court was made. We come to the
Great Fingall mine, which has in the past
always had a tendency to employ Italians,
and always will as long as it is held by

people in the old country. The cost of
their production previous to the award
amounted to about 30s. per ton; that
was the evidence in the Arbitration Court,
29s. or 30s. This is the report from the
Great Fingall mine:-

The substantial reduction effected in work-
ing costs is also a point which should not be
overlooked, the total working costs for the past
tbree months having been only 25s. prtn,and even this figure will doubtless be improed
on in the near future.
So the arbitration award has had no
detrimental effect on the working of
mines in the Murchison district, but has

had a tendency to reduce the cost of
production. Then there is the Sons of
Gwalia. mine. We find that the costs
in January, 1902, amounted to 35s. 8d.
per ton milled, and at the end, that is
December of that year, they amounted
to 26s. 5d., but in May this year only
21s. per ton. So it is shown that after
the award was given in that district it
had a tendency to reduce the east of
production there as well. Then we look
at the results the awards have had on
employment since last year. In the
Peak Hill district there was a total of
126 men employed underground in the
first sir months of last year, and during
the first six mouths of this year the
average has been 168. Is there any
reduction there? The total number of
men employed in that district in the first,
six months of last year was 354, and the
total number in the first six mouths of
this year 355. This year they have
increased their tonnage and their pro-
duction, and although last year they did
not pay any dividends, this year they
paid a total amount of X15,000; that is
since these awaxds have been given.
When we come to look at that and at all
the goldfields in this State where awards
have been given, we find that those
districts are more prosperous than are
those in which no award has been given.
It is always better to pay a high rate of
wages, because people then give a better
class of work than they do if paid low
wvages. I the awards had a tendency to
ncrease wages-which I do not admit,

because in several cases they decreased
them-there would be a tendency to
reduce the cost of production.- We find
that is the case everywhere. I think
that when the Premier Said the rates of
wages paid on the various goldfields had
had a tendency to reduce employment, he
made a, mistake, and I hope and trust
that he will, before this debate is finished,
admit that he has done so. What I
would recommend the Premier to do, in-
stead of saying that the rate of wages
has a tendency to decrease labour, is to
set about reducing the cost of mining by
building railways to the various mining
centres, reducing freights on railways,
and taking off the food duties, so that
people in those places may be able to
have a little bit cheaper living than they
get at the present time.
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Tim PRNtriBux Do wages come down ?
Ma. HOLMAN: It is not necessary;

certainly not. I will tell you why not.
If we build railways to a. certain place we
cheapen the cost of freight and of pro-
duction. We do not build railways to
raining districts to give foreign com-
panies the benefit of them. When we
build railways to mining districts, the
people living there should get a little
benefit from them so that they can save
a little money out of their wages and
then go and settle upon the land, about
-which the Premier and the whole of the
Ministry are so fond of boasting. At
present the rate of wages of men working
in mininig districts is such that it would
take quite seven or eight years for a man
to save enough to settle himself on the
land for 12 months, even if he saved the
whole time. We want to give a fair rate
of wages so as to afford people in mining
districts anl opportunity of saving in order
that they may. as I say, settle on the
land. When we build 'a railway, let it
not be with the object of reducing wages.
Let it be not only for the benefit of themining companies, but of the people
settled in the district as well. I maintain
that the prosperity of this State does not
depend on the amount of dividends sent
out, but upon the industries built up;-
and the people here should he able to
earn sufficient to make themselves a little
prosperous, so that in time of need, when
perhaps they are out of employment or
foodstuff gets a little dearer than at pre-
sent, they will have a little money and be
independent, although not working for
wages. It is far better for a man who
earns wages in this State to be able to
save money, than for a few who have no
interest in Western Australia except
obtaining profit from the mines to got the
whole of the benefit. When speaking of
the prosperity of this State I would like
the Premier to bear in mind that the
people who reside in cottages and who live
out back are the people 'who will make
the State, and not those who try to grind
workers down to the lowest condition of
civilisation, and make them almost slaves
in some cases. If a man cannot make a
little provision for his old age, be is
working in some degree in a manner of
slavery; and I hope and trust the Premier
will endeavour to undo some of the harm
he has done in the past by making those

remnarks about the rate of wages. Those
remarks have done harm not only in
Western Australia but elsewhere, and the
Matter was co mmented on in London long
before we ever thought the news would
have got home. One of the replies from
London, dated June 26, which was only
a little while after the PEremier made
those remarks, is as follows

The reply of Mr. James to the Kalgoorlie
unemployed, of which we have so far only the
cabled news, has given great satisfaction here.
It baa for some time past been regretted here
that wages should have increased to such an
extent sa to decrease employment, for it is
undoubtedly the fact that many mines are
now undermanned, the companies reserving
their capital until it can be more advan-
tageously femployed than it could be at the
present time. There is, however, no feeling
here that fair wages should not be paid, for it
is recognised that on the Westralian Goldfields
the worker's lot is not all "1beer and skittles."
On the other hand, the claims of investors
have to be considered, and if only the two
classes can come to some reasonable under-
standing on the wages question it must
undoubtedly prove mtually advantageous.
There is plenty of money here, and some of it
will come to W.A. if the Government and the
workers will so alter the conditions as to render
its employment remunerative, for the ordinary
Englishman is not a philanthropist. The
chairman of the Mount Yagahong Explora-
tion Company, Mr. A. T. Macer, has made a
suggestion which merits the consideration of
the State Government. He says: 11Now that
Mr. James, the Premier, has shown the courage
and honesty to recognise the position, he could,
I think, go a step farther and go far towards
placing the mining industry upon a sound
footing, if he could persuade Parliamient to
suspend the working of the Arbitration Act,
abrogate its unjust and impolitic awards, ad
arrange for the workers and mine owners to
appoint a conciliation board of, say, 10 or 20
delegates, with a standing chairman selected
by, say, the Colonial Secretary."
As to this question of trade relations
with the mother country drawing us
closer together, the object is to introduce
a, rate of wages into Western A ustralia
which will not enable people to live in a
proper manner. My reason for coming
over to this side of the House and speak-
ing is because I am, I maintain, more
independent here than- I was on that
(Government) side of the House. The
Premier himself said in my hearinge that
he looked upon the members sittinig on
that side of the House as his supporters.
When I heard that, I considered it my
duty to the people I represent, and my
own feelings, not to sit behind him, if he
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should wish me to give him any measure
of support as regards the remarks he
made and hadl scattered broadcast
throughout this country.

At 6-30, the SPEAKER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. HOLMAN (continuing) : As
regards my taking a seat on the Opppo.
sition side of the House, I have done so
because I always did favour the Oppo-
sition cross-benches for the Labour party.
Members of that party are allowed the
privilege of sitting on either side, and I
have elected to sit here. I maintain that
at present there is practically no oppo-
sition to the Government, whose cen-
tralisation policy is certainly not to the
advantage of the country. In my opinion,
the interests of the State as a whole are
sacrificed for the benefit of the more
settled portions. I trust that all members
desirous of having Western Australia,

9 rogress as it ought to do will take a
etermined stand and once for all demand

that the centralisation policy be done
away with. The remarks of the Premier
to which I have referred were, to my
mind, detrimental to the best interests of
the majority of our people. We do not
wish to see the people of this State
brought any lower than they are at
present. Above all things we desire
industrial peace and a prosperous com-
munity. so that Western Australia may
help to make a nation in the southern
hemisphere.

MR. F. ILLINGWORTH (Cue) : A
few words will suffice for the ideas I have
to offer at this stage of the Session.
First, however, I must join heartily in
the congratulations which have been
extended to yourself, Mr. Speaker, and in
the expression of good feeling towards
you on the part of members of the
House. I desire, also, to express my
thankfulness that you are with us again,

enjoying a measure of health and strength
which I trust will prove an increasing
one for some years to come. I hope that
those of us who get back to this Parlia-
ment next Session will have the advantage
of sitting under your benign rule. I can
hardly conceive what this Legislative
Assembly would be without Sir James
Lee Steere presiding over it, and I
hope I shall not have tbe misfortune to

see that time; I trust it is yet many
years distant. I desire, Jiewise, to
express my satisfaction that, we have
received from the Home Office a6 gentle-
man Like Sir Frederick Bedford to rule
over the destinies of Western Australia
in the King's name. We have been in
this respect most happy in times past,
but I think we are specially fortunate in
having a genial sailor to direct the
destinies of the State from the govern-
mental chair. In dealing with the
Governor's Speech many matters call for
notice. In point of fact, it is difficult, at
all events for myself, to discuss the
Governor's Speech. For many years I
have been accustoned to hear my friend
the Premier urge the necessity for a non-
party Administration. I used to regard
the aspiration as one which would never
be realised; but we have now attained
very near indeed to its realisation. We
have a Government of all one party. I
would, however, suggest to the Premier
and his Ministers that they must not
build too much on this, because there are
occasions when even an Administration
so unanimously supported as is this one,
and equally wise in its proposals, may
err in such a direction as to. create an
Opposition, thus destroying the ideal
which the Premier has long laboured to
attain. I may say that I am not at all
favourable to a non-party Government.
Various remarks have been offered with
regard to that passage in the Speech
which relates to the movement in the
mother country towards establishing
closer trade relations between the various
parts of the Empire. This is a great
subject; indeed, one perhaps beyond the
reach of this Parliament for adequate
discussion. I have no intention of enter-
ing into the matter at all fully. I can
but say that if I read history aright, and
correctly interpret the signs of the times
as they now present themselves, the
ascendency of the British race will in
future years depend largely on its
power to retain its position as a trading
community. We gained our position
in times past by arms-especially
by sea power, by our dominion over
the water; but all round the world
there are signs that national emin-
ence will in future depend largely on
the condition of trade. That far-seeing
statesman. Mr. Chamberlain, has sounded
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a note of warnling Dot merely in connec-
tion with this particular trade. question.
Many years ago he uttered a note of
warning on the one band, and of sound
advice on the other. Mr. Chamber-
lain has on many occasions declared to
the manufacturers of Great Britain. that
they must be prepared to compete in the
world's markets if the prestige of Great
Britain is to be maintained. He has also
urged, what I trust we shall always
observe and take note of, that alongside
manufacturing development there must
be educational development- that we
must look for our advantage in the con-
test for the world's commerce in a large
measure to the skilled labour which we
have, to the intelligence of our workmen,
and to the conditions by which our work-
men are surrounded. Now in this sug-
gested step of bringing the various parts
of the British Empire into closer corn-
mercial relations, he has advanced a
proposition which is worthy of the careful
attention of every British subject, worthy
of the attention of every member of the
British dominions. Whatever difficulties
there may be in the way-and there will
be difficulties -I hope everyone in this
State and in this Parliament, and in all
the Parliaments of the Oomnmonwealth,
will endeavour to face the question in a
broad national spirit, with a view to
upholding the prestige of the British race,
and of maintaining and continuing to
maintain the proud position we have held
for centuries as the leading nation of the
world. In making such a remark I never
separate, in my mind, our American
cousins from the British race. I always
recognise the Americans as in a large
measure part of ourselves. They never
ought to have been separated from
us, and I trust the day is not far
distant when they will again become
united with us. But any contest which we
have with the nations around us must
have full consideration. It will be of
little use to us to hold the dominion of
the sea if Germany holds the dominion of
the market, if our artisans are crushed
out by competitive conditions, crushed
out of the markets of the world in conse-
quence of competing nations rising
superior either through longer hours or
greater skill or other advantages. I
repet, the dominion of the sea will

adatage us little if our workers are

driven out of the world's commerce. In
my opinion, the contest of the future will
turn on commerce and trade and manu-
factures-very largely on manufactures.
One thing we need too build up ad main-
tain in the nationail life is an intelligent
artisan class, educated, cultured, free-
men with some germs of that freedom
which exists in the United States, that
freedom which urges men to put their
best foot foremost, to use their utmost
efforts and their greatest inventive
capacity. So we shall create and increase
and extend commercial advantages. If
this can be done, it seems evident that
there will be, first of all, a great increase
in the demand for skilled labour. There
must be a great increase if we can con-
tinue to hold our position and to extend
our commerce amongst the nations of
the world. Any proposal which tends
to this end, which tends to build up the
dominion, te-nds to build up the Empire,
and tends to build up the individual
State, must have our support; and if
we can reciprocate in any way, if
we can assist the mother country in,
maintaining her prestige and increasing
the extent of that prestige in a commer-
cial sense, if by anything we can do, even
by sacrifices which we may be called
Upon to make, we can succeed in bringing
about such a union as shall induce British
people to trade with British people and
give advantages for the advantages they
receive from the motherland whence they
sprung, we ought to take steps to do it.
Therefore I ami pleased indeed to join
with the optimistic view put forward by
the Governor in this Speech, that the
grand, statesmanlike idea which has been
propounded is worthy of consideration,
worthy of our closest attention ; and we
must not allow small questions relating
to our own individuality or to our limited
area to estrange our sympathies from the
great movement which is being promul-
gated by Mr. Chamberlain. Passing
from this, we come to the Transconti-
nental Railway. But for a s peech made
last evening by the member for Perth
(Mr. Purkiss), probably 1 should not have
troubled the House with any speech at
all on this occasion; but it does seem to
'me that Western Australia, or its states-
flen at any rate, ought to be united, and
that its people ought to be United, in
the deniand for the Transcontinental
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Railway. I cannot understand why there
should be a difference of opinion as to the
advisableness of this railway. I can and
do understand why there should be
differences in regard to the construction of
that great work. Personally I have held
from the first a conviction that the desir-
able thing - not the practical thing
perhaps-is for this State and the State
of South Australia to build the remaining
portion of the railway; because I do
not wish to see a federation of the rail-
ways of Australasia, and I look on the
construction of the portion of the railway
which is now advocated as a Federal
undertaking, and as being a distinct step
towards the federation of the railways.
Now I do not think it profitable to any
State that the railways should be feder-
ated; but I think the State which would
suffer the most in a federation, of the
railways would be this State. I believe
we should suffer more than any other
State of the Commonwealth; consequently
the ideal solution is that we should. make
some arrangement with the South Aus-
tralian Government to come to meet us
at the border, and that we should make
our way there as fast as we possibly can.
I believe the railway, when completed,
will be not only an advantage to this
State, but a much greater advantage to
our sister State, South Australia. I can-
not understand why anyone in South
Australia is opposed to this railway.
During the Federal campaign I looked
on this railway as one of the very first
works that would be accomplished after
we federated. I expected that South
Australia would welcome it with both
hands. And after we had the promise
of Mr. Holder and other members of the
South Australian Parliament, I looked
on this question as practically settled, as
far as South Australia could possibly
assist to settle it. I should like to con-
gratulate the Premier on the manly,
statesmanlike stand he has taken onl this
question, and I think lie deserves great
credit for the manner in which be handled
the discussion between himself and Mr.
Jenkins. I expected that the South Aus-
tralian Government would gladly welcome
this scheme; and I believe, had there not
heen a number of persons interested in
the other Transcontinental Railway,
that through the Njorthern Territory,
we should not have had a single voice

raised in South Australia against our
project. But we have now to suffer from
the fact that certain persons in Adelaide
are endeavouring to work off this con-
cession through the Northern Territory.
rIhey hve a ood. deal of influence, and
d isplay much energy in promoting their
particular work. Now whether that rail-
way to the North be wise or unwise does
not affect the question of the railway

Ibetween South Australia and this State.
It is impossible for us to conceive of a
successful federation unless we have rail-
way communication. I should be pre-

Ipared to support a proposal that we build
our own portion of this line, and retain it

Ias our own possession. I know that
wouldl involve some loss; but it would
eventually become a valuable property.

*I believe the construction of the railway
would doable our population in ten years;
and if it did that I think we could stand

*not on ly the interest and sink in g fund on
our portion of the line, but any loss which
its construction would involve, last
night the member for Perth (Mr. Purkiss)
said the line would cost a great, deal more
than five millions. Ugnhappily for him,
the report of the experts is in to-day's
papers, showing that it would costa, good
deal less. This carefully-prepared report
shows that in all probability the railway
would be a paying concern in ten years.

*But apart from that-apart from the
advantage it would be to this State, and
the greater advantage it would he to
South Australia -it would be an ad vant -
age to the whole Commonwealth. Coming
to the question whether the scheme is
practicable, I have to admoit that it is not
at Present within the range of practical

*politics : it is not for this State and South
Australia to undertake the work jointly.
However desirable that may be, it is not
p)racticable. The question then arises,
shall we ask the Federa~l Government to
construct this piece of line? A member
says "no." Well, I can to some extent
understand that feeling. If there be
a danger of the construction of this
piece of line leading to federation of
the railways, then I too say "1no." But
I think an arrangemuent oughit to be made
with the Federal Government by which the
money should he found for the construc-
tion of this railway, and that we should
hiave the right to take over our portion of
it at a future date, South Australia

[ASSEMBLY.] Sizfh day.
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having a right to take over her portion.
I cannot understand some of the remarks
in the speech of the member for Perth.
It seems to me he had the ideathat this was
what another member called last night a
" sentimental railway." There may be a
little sentiment in the idea; but there is
much that is beyond sentiment -real
practical business. A member says "lass;"
but a good many undertakings have in-
valved losses beore they became profit-
able. We have heard of a railway across
the Dominion of Canada. That railway
cost over 20 umillions of money, and was
worked for a lang time before it paid; but
it did pay, and paid so well that another
company is now prepared to spend 50
millions to put another line alongside
of it. This is because, as an hon. mem-
ber says, it traverses good country. That
is not all. That eonntry may be the best
wheat land in the world; but I question
if the wheat land of Canada produces
more bushels to the acre than much of
the land we have in Western Australia.
I do not think the returns show that it
does. True, it may be that the area is
larger; but alongside that advantage,
please put the Kalgoorlie goldfields and
the Golden Mile, please put the mineral
resources that lie beyand, and the great
advantage which the construction of this
line will prove to the whole Common-
wealth. A member says, " What has
Tasmania to do with it ?" Well, Tas-
mania can put its apples, concerning
which the hon. member is so much con-
cerned, into Kalgoorlie within 50 hours.
Now she cannot get them there in less
than seven days. Queensland can pass
its mails from here in about 78 hours.
The Queensland mail takes 7 days to get
to Fremantle. Then there is the con-
stant intercourse among people of one
State sand another, which we cannot
possibly estimate or reduce to figures.
nor can we put it into the Treasury.
Advantages which we cannot count, ad-
vantages which will build up our national
life in such a way that prosperity will
come from directions we little dream of,
will follow the opening of the Trans-
continental Railway. I hope the opti-
mistic views of the Government will be
realised. Soniething has been said during
this debate about the Royal Commission
on the Public Service. A good many
people criticise it. I was much amused

to hear the member for East Fremantle
(Mr. Holmes) criticising it severely. He
forgets the fact that when he was a
Minister he sat in this House and heard
members call from all directions for the
appointment of a Royal Conmmission.
He forgets that in the Leake Government,
who appointed it, there was not one man
personally favourable to the commission;
that they appointed it at the direct
request of the House, and under a pledge
which was wrung from them during the
debates. So that, if there be anly respon-
sibility for the appointment of t oval
Commission, the House must take the
responsibility. The Leake Government
appointed the commission at the distinct
and reiterated request of the members
of the House. Notwithstanding that,

Ialthough I was not favourable to the
appointment of the commission, thinking
that Ministers might possibly do the
work themselves, yet 1 believe the com-
mission has done good work, and that
the Government will receive much assist-
auce through the information the com-
mission has been able to gather. Of
course, they will not adopt the whole of
the commission's report. Na report of a
commission was ever adopted in its
fulness. The report will be a guide to
Ministers, to this House, and to the
country, as to how we can best deal with
the great question of the civil service. I
have never shifted from one position. I
say that the civil servants of this State are
too many in numnber, and too poorly paid.
I say the cure is, better pay and fewer
men. I have said it during all the years
I have sat in this House; and after
my few months of office, I am more
deeply convinced than ever. If we can
get good men, give them good, honest
pay, and see that they. do their work, we
can do with far fewer men than we have.
We shall reduce the actual cost of gov-
ernment; and the work of the country
will be done much more efficiently. The
practice has been to crowd people into
the service at low salaries, and as a result
we have a lot of men for whom we have
no particular use. They are rather in the
road than otherwise, and the men are not
so paid as to make them feel that their
position" are worth striving to hold; con-
sequently the work is not done as well as
it ought to he. There is only one remedy
for the civil service of Western Australia.
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We must be prepared to payv higher
salaries; and then, when we have secured
good men by paying higher salaries, we
shall be able to reduce the number of our
staff, and the work will be more cheaply
and better done. One question that has
come up during the debate and is referred
to in the Governor's Speech, is the question
of hospitals. The Bill is not before the
Rouse; but from the little I have gleaned
about it, there is some sort of proposal to
ta-x the different districts for the support
of hospitals. I am not in favour of a
poor tax, I never was; and I think if
there is a just charge on the revenue of
any State it is a charge for the support
of the sick and indigent of that State.
I say hospitals should be supported out
of the general revenue. If you make an
appeal to the public, it simply falls on the
few people who give to everything, whose
bands are always in their pockets, and you
simply make it a burden, oftentimes a
species of blackmail. If you place the
duty on the municipalities, the work will
Dot be efficiently done, and it will be a
burden on the struggling municipalities.
Where is the sense of firet helping
municipalities and then calling on the
municipalities to support their hospitals ?
They only have to use your money after
all. Let the Government take the
responsibility. I will give an instance
which took place during the time I was in
office. We had a hospital to which the
public subscribed £1,500. It was run by
a committee of management and got into
debt. The public subscribed £1,500 and
the Government £1,000. I sent a medical
officer to examine into the state of affairs,
ad then decided that the Government
should take the hospital over. The
hospital was better run for £C800 than
for £2,500 under local management; so
that we actually saved money-the Gov-
ernment money as well as the contribu-
tions of the people.

Mn. PIGOTT: Where was that?
Mnz. ILTLINQ WORTHEf: I do not wish

to mention the place. There Were a num-
ber of instances of the same kind that
convinced me that we can get more
efficient service under the State control,
cheaper and more efficient than we can by
any local arrangement. To throw the
responsibility on the struggling mrunici-
palities and rad boards is asking too
miuch. Let us attend to our sick; what

better use can we make of our money ?
Attend to them properly, and make an
economic management which the State
with its oversight and general staff can
give, that local bodies cannot possibly
give. I am opposed altogether to throwing
the burden of hospitals on municipalities.
I presume that will be one of the 36
Bills which have been spoken about. If
the principle of the Bill is that, I must
give that principle my opposition. There
is only one other item I want to make a
remark or two about. I notice it is pro-
posed to do something more with the
IBunbury Harbour. I would like to see
an effitient harbour at Bunbury. I well
remember the time, when sitting in Op-.
position, I criticised the scheme that was
to give Bunbury an efficient harbour for
£60,000, and it was to be built out of
revenue. I remember, too, when the
£60,000 was spent from revenue and
£40,000 more came from loan, mak-
ing £100,000 spent, there was not a
suitable harbour there. When I criti-
cised that scheme at first. I referred to a
report of the late Mr. C. Y. O'Connor and
called attention to the fact that Mr-.
O'Connor advised the Government to
construct a harbour at Lesohenault
Estuary at a cost of £260,000, which
would be an efficient harbour. Notwith-
standing that he was called on again ad
again to give his opinion regarding the
proposed jetty or breakwater, he simply
answered "You can put so many thou-
sand feet or yards of stone into the water
for a certain sum of money," but he
never once supported the breakwater. I
pointed out at the time the proper thing
for the Government to do was to con-
struct a, harbour at Leechenault Estuary,
under the supervision of Mr. O'Connor.
We have spent £160,000, and now it is
proposed to spend more money. I have
no objection to spending more money,
but I want the Government to be sure
when they spend the money they will have
a harbour. They have not one at pre-
sent. We have' spent £150,000 and
there is no harbour. When the rest
of the money is spent, will there be
a harbourP If there 'will be an efficient
harbour, well and good. We started
at the wrong place. What we want to
be sure about when spending more mioney
is that we shall have a harbour. I can
see clearly if the work had been started
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under Mr. 0. Y. O'Connor's advice, we
should have had an efficient harbour in
Teschenault Estuary for the money
which was then estimnated. I hope the
Government will not throw more good
money after bad and then have to build
the Lesehenanilt harbour after all. One
word on a question which is very dear to
me, and I believe is equally dear to every
member of the House, the subject of
education. I am very pleased the Gov-
ernment propose to make an advance. I
will deal first of all with the University.
There is time enough yet for a University,
but I think we should do well to take
steps by way of preparation. We had the
Perth Common for many years which was
supposed to be an endowment for the
city of Perth. I do not know that the
city of Perth got much out of it. Now
the Government have got it back, and
portion is to be used for building a.
prison; portion has been given to the
Subiaco Municipality; another portion
is to be an agricultural show yard, and
part of it is to be an endowment for a
University. If this is to be an endow-
ment it must be of some practical use.
I hope the Government will give powers
to the proper per-sons, as trustees, to make
money out of the land; not to lock
it up and do nothing with it, but let tbe
endowment be in such terms that the
trustees can make money which will go
to the fund for the creation of this Uni-
versity1 at any rate for its future endow-
ment. I do not think we can look for a
person like Sir Samuel Wilson to build a
hail for £200,000 and give it to the
State, for some time to come yet. I do
not expect a'University will be built out
of donations by people who have gone to
another place, leaving behind that which
they cannot take away. But I foresee
in a careful endowment of these lands a
big income for a University if the Gov-
ernment will place it on a sound commer-
cial footing, so that the lend can be
leased for terms of years with improve-
ments, which improvements will fall
in as an endowment to the University
at a later date. Some scheme of this
kind requires to be thought out, which
will yield an immediate income and a
continuously increasing income for a
University. fin banding over the laud, I
hope the Government will make such
arrangements. With regard to the

secondary class of education, that will
do good service, always provided that
it is not at the sacrifice of the primary
and technical schools. It is all very well,
but we have to face the avenues of life,
and we cannot al he masters of arts or
bachelors of arts, we cannot all be
trained as lawyers and doctors. The vast
number of the people will have to face
the reality of work in this State as
everywhere else, and we want to see
that every child in the country has a fair
chance. Now we give that child every
chance if we 'bring the primnary schools
to every door. There are a large number
of children scattered about in small
numbers, but in the aggregate there is a
large number of children not within the
reach of primary schools. Until we reach
themu with primary schools, we do not act
too wisely in spending money on second-
ary schools, nor do we act too wisely in
spending money in secondary schools at
the saciaifice of technical schools. We
want in this State that model farm with
its instructors which has been talked
about for years. We want schools of
mines scattered about in this country.
We have talked about schools ef mines
for a good many years; I suppose we will
get them. We have got the promise
anyhow. I only mention that as an
incident. We want to bring to the great
mass of our children improved conditions
of skilled labour, of art as well as of
science. It is no use our trying to build up
a nation in this great State of ours, with
all its unexplored territory, unless we
seize every opportunity open to us. We
will have to work in this State, and our
children must be trained to make the
best use of the powers they have. Give
them technical education to the full, and
increase their skill and capacity to work
in the easiest conditions and to the best
advantage. That is what Mr. Chamber-
lain spoke for in England. years ago, and
is working for still. That is what is
needed in a great part of the Empire.
America has gone ahead because that
country has constantly encouraged the
brain of the people by scholastic edu-
cation. We want to bring the brain
power of the people to bear on the hard
facts of daily life, the hard facts that have
to be dealt with under the difficulties that
surround us. If the Government see
their way clear to fill the bill of
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primary education and to fill the bill
of technical education, I have no objec-
tion to going on with secondary educa-
tion. There always will be a certain
number who it is most desirable should
go in for higher education. I am
not quite in sympathy with the idea
that this number, be it large or small,
should be left to the class of people
who can afford to send children to school.
I think the State should provide it,
and if there is a brilliant boy who is of
poor family, he ought to have the same
advantages as the boy belonging to the
rich family. We have to face the fact
that if the whole place was full of univer-
sities and'grammar schools, we could not
make a high culture out of our people.
By a long way the great mass of the
people have to fight and struggle under
natural conditions. Let us give them all
the help we can. Give them primary
education and technical education which
will enable them to rise highe- in their
particular lines and skifl, whichever be
best for them, and thus produce the best
conditions under which the country can
grow. I hope, without detaining the
House longer, my remarks have not keen
altogether astray, and I hope the Govern-
ment will see their way clear to give some
consideration to the points raised in this
debate.

Mrs. H. J. YELVERTO T (Sussex):
In touching on the first topic referred to
in the Speech of His Excellency, that of
preferential trade, I think we. may well
leave this subject first to the statesmen
of Great Britain who are now discussing
it, before we need worry ourselves very
much on the subject. While I fully
recognise that the matter of friendly
business relations might be improved
between the Empire and the colonies, yet
I think that sentiment largely prevails in
our national life, and that, should the
time of stress and strain again come
upon the Empire in the future as it has
recently done in the past, we shall find
that Australia will again be to the front

in roviding money, and if need be the
blood ofiher sons, tdefend the privileges

adright of that Empire of which we
are all proud to consider ourselves a part.
Rferringt the question of the Trans-

Australian Railway, I would like to say
that I do not approve of the idea emnn
ciated by the Premier, that of building

a broad-gauge railway to Kalgoorlie in
anticipation of the construction of this
Trans-Australian Railway. Personally,
while I am strongly in favour of having
that railway built, I think that the
promise made to us in the past should be
carried out, and that this railway should
be built by the Federal Government. I
hold that as far as our State f unds are
concerned, as far as we are able to pro-
vide money for the construction of public
works, we have any amount of these
works within the State itself upon which
we can spend all the money we are able
to obtain. Touching upon the question
of railway management I would like to
refer to the remarks made by my friend
the member for Wellington (Mr. Tees-
dale Smith) the other evening. When
we found a man of that hon. member's
business capacity and experience enunciat-
ing the views he did, and knowing as we
do that when the present Commissioner of
Railways was placed in office Mr. Smith
was one of those who strongly supported
his appointment and held the most kindly
and friendly feelings towards Mr. George.
when we heard that member get up in
this House and attack the methods of
the Commissioner, it would I think have
been better if the Premier, instead of
treating the remarks of Mr. Smith-as
he appeared to me to do-in a spirit of
levity, had considered that probably there
were many grounds for the charges made,
by the hon. member, and had thought the
matter out and endeavoured to rectify the
sore feeling that evidently exists in the
mind of Mr. Smith in regard to the man-
ner in which the Commissioner conducted
his business, and reflected whether it
would not be better for the Commissioner
to endeavour to treat business people in
a business way. Surely if our railways
axe managed in such a way as to injure
the people who are the customers of the
railway, who provide the traffic for the
railway, and if the business is conducted
in such a way as to injure the public, it
should be a matter for consideration on
the part of the Government whether
these things cannot be rectified. For my
own part, I was one of those who, while
not acquiescing in the appointment of
Mr. George, was yet willing to give him
a fair trial. I feel that he has been upon
his trial, and I cannot say that I find
that the management of the railways is
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much better to-dlay than when Mr. George
was appointed. I know that the manner
in which the public are treated by the
Commissioner and his officers is not
one which should exist. I know that
the public are treated as though they
were a set of robbers, always willing to
take advantage of thie department, and
that, f row the Commissioner downwards,
his officers are always enadeavouring to
take advantage of the public. Now as a
business man I say that this state of
affairs should not exist. The railway
stagf should endeavour to treat people in
such a mannier as to make them believe
they will be always receiving fair treat-
ment, and not such treatment as appears
to them entirely wrong. Referring to
the question of constitutional and electoral
reform, I am rather inclined to think
that, instead of these Bills being intro-
duced during the present session, it would
be well at the next general election to
allow the people themselves to have a
say in the matter. So far as I have been
able to gather, I have heard of no agita-
tion or demand on the part of the people
for either constitutional or electoral re-
form. When those Bills were introduced
at the fag-end of last session I felt bound
to oppose the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Bill, and I did so for this reason,
because I felt that (lie measure was being
introduced in a very, insincere way. I
felt that it was not introduced with a
view of passing that measure, but that
the Premier, if I may say so, was playing
to the gallery, well knowing that when
the Bill came before another place it
would be thrown out. I hope that if
these Bills are introduced, as I believe
they will be, during this session of Par-
liament, there will he no spirit of
insincerity about them, and I trust they
will be introduced in such a way as will
show the Upper House 'we are not
attempting to take advantage of them,
but are prepared to deal fair-ly by them,
and that when we seek for a reduction
in the number of members of this As-
sembly we will also only ask for a pro-
portionate reduction in the number of
members of the Council. With regard
to the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme,
I congratulate the Government on the
completion of that important work, and
I congratulate the "Minister for Works
Upon the amount Of energy which hie

threw into it. Undoubtedly, the com-
pletion of that very important work-the
early completion of itr-was due in a,
very great measure to his energy and
ability. Farther, 'with reference to this
scheme I would like to say in regard to
certain meetings which have recently
taken place on the goldfields, at which a
protest was made against the amount
which it was intended to charge for the
water, that I feel this was somewhat
ungenerous on the part of the people
living in that vicinity. No doubt it
was Sir John Forrest's idea and that
of the late Mr. O'Connor, that the
scheme would pay provided we were
able to sell five million gallons of water
daily at a price of 3s. 6d. per thousand
gallons; but now we find that, so far
from being able to sell that quantity, we
shall probably, even when we get the
scheme fully at work, only bes able to
sell about half of it. Therefore the idea
of the Government of charging an in-
creased rate and thereby providing for
working expenses and sinking fund is, I
think, a justifiable one. And when we
come to consider that the proposed charge
-- I believe it is about 7s. 6d. per thousand
gallons-is only about a tenth part of
what the people on the goldfields have
hitherto been paying for their water I
cannot, and I do not think any reasonable
man can, see any justification for cavil-
ling at that charge. Touching upon the
Public Service Commission, I would say,
with reg-ard to their labours, doubtles
they have been somewhat protracted; but,
no doubt, they are doing fairly good
work. While I cannot hold th~at the
recommendations of the Commission are
altogether what they should be-for I
feel that some of them are very drastic
indeed-I do think that the Government
and this House and the country generally
may derive very much information from
the work of the Commission. I think
some of the proposals are altogether too
drastic, and I hope the Governiment will
be moderate in dealing with them. The
Timber Commission will undoubtedly do
good work, and while I cannot entirely
approve of the person-net of that Coin -
mission. I admit that there are a good
many able and practical men upon it, and
I feel sure that the results of their
labours: will be beneficial not only to the
country generally but to the industry
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itself. The Government purpose, from
what I glean from the Governor's Speech.
encouraging the development of the
mining and agricultural resources of the
country. I am glad to learn they intend
doing this, and I do hope that, with regard
to agriculture, they will at any rate assist
it in every possible way. In the past I
have not found that either the Leake
Government or the James Government
have assisted agriculture as I had hoped
to see it helped. In the first speech
I made in this House I advocated
the clearing of land before selling it to
settlers. I hold that the State could
very well clear the laud, going into it in
a large way; and by the employment of
a practical man and up-to-date machinery
they could clear it cheaper than the
individual could. I should advocate
the clearing of lands by the State
at any rate to some extent as an ex-
periment, and the selling of that land
in the same way as we do now under
long terms for payment. The Collie-
Goldfields Railway is, I feel, fully justi-
fied, and I congratulate the Government
on havring decided to build that line. I
trust that, while they will carry the line
in as direct a route as they possibly can
to reach connection with the goldfields
line, they will have in their minds the
large area of good agricultural laud
through -which it will pas, because there
is no question that alonug the proposed
railwa rot land can be found of first-
class quality upon which hundreds, pos-
sibly thousands of settlers may be placed.
As to the Bunbury harbour works, I
listened very attentively to the remarks
made upon that subject by the member
for Cue (Mr. Illingworth), and I well re-
member that the report of the late Mr.
O'Connor was strongly in favour of an
inner harbour at Bunbury. Unquestion-
ably we now know that was the proper
course to pursue-to open the inner har-
bour--but having spent about £140,000,
I think, on the breakwater, any reasonable
man will now say that the proper
course is to extend the breakwater so
as to protect the shipping in the harbour.
The trouble with regard to the break-
water admittedlyv is that there always
will be a large amount of siltage inside
the harbour, which siltage will have to be
removed by dredges. It is always so in
harbours built outside by the construe-

tion of breakwaters. Undoubtedly the
extension which the Government propose
to make in connection with the break-
water is fully justified.

MR. ILLXNG WORTH : Will it be effec-
tive'-

MR. VELVERTON: It wil] he effec-
tive if the breakwater is cardied suffi-
ciently far; it will be effective if the
breakrwater is carried far enough to pro-
tedt the shipping. The work will be

Ientirely effective if the breakwater is
extended another 3,000 feet. I make
that statement as a practical man of con-
siderable shipping experience. As to
justifying the expenditure, I wish to
point out that the fart of the present
receipts from the harbour being sufficient
to cover interest on the outlay affords
justification. Indeed, the receipts are
not only sufficient to cover interest, but
something more. I amn glad to learn that
the Government recognise their ability to
reduce railway rates, and I trust the
reduction will be effected. in a fair and
equitable manner. I hope especially that
the agriculturists of the State will
benefit by the intended reductions. The
proposal .to provide a water supply for
the towns of the State must have the con-
currence of every reasonable man. We
all know that many of our towns, even
those on the coast, suffer greatly from thje
want of a ufficient supply* of pure water.
As for the hospitals, I entirely dis-
approve of the course hitherto pursued
by the Government. The closing of
hospitals in country towns I consider
uncalled for and unjustifiable. A
great wrong has been done to the
people affected. I agree with the member
for Cue (Mr. flhingworth) that the upkeep
of such hospitals should come out of the
general revenue, but rather than have the
hospitals dlosed I should consent even to

Ithe levying of a rate on the people in the
-variou& districts. I am glad to observe
that a more cordial spirit now exists in

Ithe Assembly than that which character-
ised. its proceedings during last session.
The spirit of compromise which has evi-

i den tly pervaded members; generally is
very welcome. The manner in which we
fought during the last two sessions 'was
scarcely creditable to the House.

MR. JacorrY: Blame the Government
side.
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MR. YELVERTON: I blame both
sides; but more especially, of course, the
opposite side. While on this point I wish
to say that I hope the attitude of Oppo-
sition members will not be one of factious
opposition. I can promise the Premier
and his colleagues that the attitude of
the Opposition will be vigilant-[Mr. F.
CONNOR : And effective] -and one in
which we shall bold ourselves open to
criticise fully all Ministerial actions.
With the member for East Kimberley, I
hope the Opposition will be effective;
and personally I have no doubt it will be.
The present position of parties is not
conducive to good party government. It
would be to the public advantage if the
party line were more definitely drawn,
if the division were more clearly cut. I
trust, however, that during this session
we shall be able to do good work, not
only for our constituencies, but for the
country generally.

MR. W. fl. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie):
At the outset I desire to express my con-
currence in the views advanced by the
member for Cue (Mr. Illingworth) as to
the necessity for various parties in this
Chamnber. Unlike the Premier, I do
not believe in the desirability of hay-
ing one united party endeavouring to
advance the State. I believe that the
best interests of the country will be
served by the existence of two parties, one
of them in direct Opposition. Every one
must realis that so far as this debate
has gone it has not disclosed the existence
of an Opposition. It is true that the
party with which I am associated claims
to be the real Opposition party. [MR.
F. CONNORt: How about the voting last
session?] We have had a few divisions,
and it has been found that when the
Labour party is on the verge of success
the so-called Opposition comes over to
help the Government. My view of the
party which claims to constitute the
Opposition is that it is a Government
reserveparty. [MR. F. CONNOR: Like you
were last session.] Opposition members
watch closely how things are going in a
division, and should the Government be
at all in danger, Opposition members rush
over to save the situation.- Besides the
Labour party, no Opposition party now
exists in the House. The member for
North Murchison (Mr. Holman) referred
to an alleged utterance of the Premier, to

the effect that the hon. gentleman looked
on all those sitting on this (Government)
side of the Ho-use as supporters of his
Ministry. I and others sitting on the
Labour bench did not hear that remark
made. [Tan PnrR: I never made it.]
But if it was made, members generally
mustrealise how ridiculous the statement
is. [Tux PREmiER: Hear, hear.] Let hon.
members consider the attitude taken by
the Labour party during last session, and
they must realise that Labour members
were really more in Opposition to the
Government than were the so-called Oppo-
sition memnbers. [MR. CoNNoR: Why do
you sit on the Government side?] Because
we are an independent party, and can sit
where we like on the back benches. We
can oppose the Government if it suits us
to do so. The fact remains, however,
that in the divisions of last session
the Labour party voted more frequently
against the Government than did the
so-called Opposition. In the face of
that circumstance, how ridiculous would
it be for the Premier to make the
statement attributed to him by the mem-
ber for North Murchison! If the hon.
gentleman made it, he must be asked to
bear in mind that the Labour party does
not forma portion of the Ministerial p arty.
Labour members constitute an inde pen-
dent party, and they vote according to
their lights. If Government proposals
are good, they receive the support of
Labour members; on the other hand, if
Opposition proposals are pood we support
those. We are neither part of the Gov-
ernment nor part of the Opposition.

Mn. Jkco3: You must have had a
row lately. Why did you fall out?

Mt JOHNSON: As for the Speech,
I with members on this (Labour) bench
am distinctly dissatisfied. I was dis-
appointed when I heard the Speech; and
I was at a loss to understand how one
who, like the Premier, claims to be a
patriotic West Australian, could put for-
ward such a policy. For some time I.
could not understand it; but after hear-
ing the Premier's congratulatory refer-
ences to the member for West Kimberley
on his accession to the Opposition leader-
ship, I understood. The Opposition leader
was described by the Premier as leader of
the stagnation party.

Tan PREmra: No; I did not say
that.
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MR. JOHNSON: That is what I
understood the Premier's utterances to
convey, and I think the member for
West Kimberley took a similar view.
Immediately on the Premier making
that utterance, I began to understand
how he came to recommend His Ex-
cellency the Governor to deliver such a
Speech. The hon. gentleman throws in a
few railways to satisfy his immediate
supporters, and to satisf y the members
whom he describes as a party of stagna-
tion he practically leaves the country
standing still. So he secures the sup-
port of the stagnation party. The first
paragraph of the Speech which I shall
touch on is one that has caused a good
deal of discussion. It refers to the
endeavour to secure closer trade relations
between the various parts of the Empire.
With other members, I consider this
rather a Federal matter, a question more
for the Commonwealth Parliament than
for us. If it is a question in respect of
which the State should support the Comi-
monwealth, I maintain that it is advis-
able for as to wait until we hear more
about the proposal. At present, we have
merely the bald statement without details,
and we do not know exactly what the.
proposal means; indeed, 1 claim that no
one can say exactly what Mr. Chamber-
lain's proposal involves. An interesting
feature of the matter to me is that the
hard, old, crusted conservative element
we have in this House should be uinani-
mous in support of the proposal. We
have heard the conservative members, one
after another, suipport the proposal. All
of them have claimed that closer trade
relations are desirable because -- and on
this they laid stress-such relations
would protect them, the producers,
against the competition of foreign coun-
tries. When, however, Labour repre-
sentatives in this House ask the conser-
vative members to assist in protecting
the workers against foreign labour, the
question is a different one altogether.
The fact is not a little remarkable that
the closer-trade-relations scheme is so
glorious because it is to protect the pro-
ducers against foreign competition, while a
similar s cheme is absolutely wrong when
the Labour party asks for protection of
the working man against the com-
petition of foreign labour. I claim that if

protection is good for the producer, it is
equally good for the worker.

THRE PREMIER: How do you apply
this argument? We have no power to
dleal with the relations at all.

MRt. JOHNSON: Tine, we have no
power; but hon. members will bear in
mind that the Labour party during last
session brought down a motion request-
ing the House to call on the Federal
Government to administer the Alien Re-
striction Act a little more stringently;
and we find the hard, old, crusted
conservatives who opposed that motion
supporting the system of protection
against foreign competition when the
question comes close home to them.
We desired the House to support us on
that occasion, to ask the Federal Parlia-
ment to enforce to the fullest extent the
Act they had passed; but the House
denied us that, and we find to-dat that
foreign labour is coming into the State
almost -as CreelvY as it did before that Act
was heard (if.

THE PREmIER: Do you seriously con-
tend that we ought to keep out every man
who is not a Britisher ?

MR. JOHNSON: No, I do not; but I
contend that hundreds of those coming in
at present are undesirable, and that the
workers should be protected against this
foreign competition. The next question
which fat;es us in the Speech is that of
the Transcontinental Railway. I think
with the member from Cue (Mr. Iling-
worth) that this is not a question which
we can discuss this session at any great
length - True, it is a great question, and
one in which every West Australian should
take a deep interest; but we must realise
that it is at present far removed f rom us,
and that the time has not arrived when
we should take steps towards building
any portion of that line. I believe that
more agitation, or as the Premier puts
it more hustling, is necessary in this
State before the Federal Parliament will
seriously consider its construction. How-
ever, I desire to say I am an ardent sup-
porter of the Transcontinental Railway,
and to contradict the impression that has
got abroad that the goldfields people are
opposed to it. I claim to have a little
knowledge of their opinions, and am con-
vinced that the large majority, almost the
whole of them, are ardent supporters
of the railway. Coming to the State rail-
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ways, I wish to support the proposalfor the
extension of the northern line to Laverton.
I believe that centre hasjustified thepropo-
sition. As to the other lines, I desire
more information before expressing an
opinion; but evidently we shall get
more information as to these lines from
the advocates of the rival routes. There
being many differences of opinion as to
both railways, no doubt when the Bills
are brought in we shall have the facts
placed before us. Meanwhile I desire to
say that any line which will open up
agricultural lands and improve the agri-
cultural industry shall have my hearty
support; but at the same time I agree
with the contention of the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), in saying that
when any Government line opens up and
improves a private estate, the country
should get some shame of the enhanced
value thus created. I think it wrong
that we should build a line through any
private estate, though I am not in a
position to say whether this is being done
to any great extent. If it is, the public
should get some compensation for en-
hancing the value of the private property.

THE PREMIER: The betterment lprin-
ciple was discussed last year in the Upper
House.

MR. JOHNSON: Well, it will be dis-
cussed again when those Railway Bills are
brought before us. Before leaving the
railways, I may say that if half of what
I have read is true,the Government should
build the Port Hedland Railway. I
believe the far North is worthy of their
attention, and that the Government
should at least have brought down a Bill
for the construction of the line for which
the people of that district have so long
been agitating.

THE PREMIER: On what do you base
your opinion ?

MR. JOHNSON: On what I have read
in the newspapers; and I say if half of it
is true, the building of that line is justified.
I understand it will open up valuable
auriferous country ; and if it does, the
railway is one which it 'is the duty of
the Government to build. However, I
admit I have never been there, and I
do not know the country; but after
reading of it, and listening to the
utterances of members who have visited
the territory, I believe the Government
are not paying sufficient attention to that

portion of Western Australia. Anyway,
the Government are taking a consider-
able time to make up their minds on the
subject. However, I am pleased to hear
that they intend to get a report, and
seriously to consider the question of
building the line. And if the report
bears out the contention of the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), and many
other members who have spoken on this
question, the line certainly should be
built. I was inclined to support the
improvements to the Bunbury harbour,
until I heard the utterances of the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Yelverton). Re
frightened me when he told us just now
the distance over which the breakwater
should be extended. However, there is
one phase of this project to which I wish
to draw the attention of the members for
Fremantle. We know that the policy of
those members and the people of Fre-
mantle is centralisation ; they believe
that all imports and exports should go
through Fremnantle; and T cannot under-
stand how it is that the Fremantle
representatives, whose one and only
policy is centralisatio n, allow such pro-
posals as this to be passed. I desire to
warn the people of Fremantle against
this thin end of the wedge which the
Government are introducing to smash up
the Fremantle policy of centralisation;
and I trust those representatives will
awake before it is too late. However, to
be serious, I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the proposal to open up the
natural ports. I believe that Bunbury
should be opened up, Rnd at the same
time there is one other port of far
greater importance than Bunbury. and of
importance to a greater number of people
-I refer to the port of Esperance. That
should be opened up; and when I advo-
cate that all natural ports should be
opened up to give each section of
the people its natural port, I cannot
consistently oppose the extension of this
Bunbury breakwater. I believe it is
desirable that the harbour should be
extended, and at the same time that the
Government should persevere in breaking
up the centralisation policy by starting
to open up the Esperance harbour also.

THE TnRE~sustER: Would you deeeo-
tralise Kalgoorlie?

Mn. JOHNSON: Certainly, if that is
to the best interests of the State.
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THE TREASURER: Some places cannot
help being centres.

MR. JOHNSON: I amn sorry the mem-
ber for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) is not
present; but I must take exception to
some of his utterances. His speech
would lead members to believe that the
mining industry is not flourishing. Now
those of us who take an active interest in
that industry know that it is flourishing;
and those 'who will read the report of the
Under Secretary for Mines will find that
mining is in a healthy condition, ansd that
the hon. member's statements are entirely
unfounded One of his misrepresentations
was that for the last 12 months there
had been an increase of only 725 men on
the mines. The report of the 'Under
Secretary. page 25, clearly shows that
there was an increase of 1,070 men. The
member for Dundas neglected to point
out that last year the gold-mining divi-
dends also had considerably increased,
that the cost of mining operations
had greatly and generally decreased,
that mining developments had increased,
that more mines were opened up,
and that wages generally had not
increased. The hon. mem~ber, in his
desire to cast reflections on the working
of the Arbitration Court and on the
actions of the Labour party, tried t
show that the mining industry was not
flourishing because of the policy pursued
by this party and the decisions of the
Arbitration Court. If the hon. member
would only look up the report of the
Mines Department-and he will excuse
me if T take that report as more reliable
than his statements-he would find that
all save five of the least important centres
out of 19 are flourishing, and have in-
creased all round. One little remark he
dropped looked to me slightly inconsistent.
He said that the Norseman field never
looked better. No doubt he made that
remark to aid the cause of the Esperance
line. But it is remarkable that before
the Arbitration Court, when the workers
appealed for a retention of the ruling
rate of wages, the whole of the evidence,
iriven oti oath, tended to prove that the
Norseman field was not flourishing; and
the miners' wages there 'were based on
that evidence. The President of the
court, in delivering the award, pointed
out that were the wages asked for by the
miners granted, there would be no mining

*inidustry in Norseman; yet the member
for that centre desires us to believe that
Norsenman is in a flourishing condition.
In that particular I hope be is right. I
take exception to the hon. member
making out that the mining industry is
flourishing in Norseman, 'while the mine
managers who appeared before the
Arbitration Court say on oath that it is
not flourishing, and that should the
workers obtain the wage for which they
ask, there will be no mining in Norseman.
But 'we recollect that the hon. member
used the same arguments last session
when we were discussing the Dividend
Duty Bill. He then said that if the
Bill was carried it would practically ruin
the mining industry.

MR. THOMAS: I never said anything of
the sort.

MR. JOHNSON: Well, if he did not
use those exact words, he inferred tbat

*the mining industry could not carry this
tax if it was imposed. [ME. THOMAs:
Never.] Yet 'we find that the Bill 'was
passed; and the Treasurer, be it said to
his credit, has shown no mercy in collect-
ing the tax. Yet in spite of the tax the
industry is flourishing. The hon. mem-
b er is trying to use the same argument to
cast a reflection on the working of the
A rbitration Court.

MR. THOMAS; I never reflected for one
moment on the Arbitration Court. Either
you are very dull of comprehension, or
you are wilfully misrepresenting me.

MR. JOHNSON: It is difficult at
times to follow the lion. member; but I
believe the other members on this Labour
bench understood him to cast a reflection
on the legislation advocated by this party,
and on the 'working of the Court of
Arbitration. The hon. member repudiated
the right of the Labour party to a
monopoly of the democratic element, yet
we find that last session the hon. member
'was not as democratic as he claims. I
desire to say, if the hon. member will only
practise wAt he preached the other
night-and he frill have an opportunity
given him shortly in the session to prove
his democracy-I will be the first to con-
tradict anyone I may meet in the street
who may refer to the hon, member as
the member for the Esperance line: I
will tell them that he is the hon. member
for democracy.
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MR. TAYLOR: I thought it was the
Divideud Duty Bill.

Mx. JOHNSON:- I desire also to refer
to the remarks of the member for the
Williams who spoke of the increase which
is proposed by the Government in the
railway rates. I agree with that member
that the last decrease in the railway rates
to the goldfields was practically of no
use to the consumers. 'The position is
this: the Government ini decreasing the
rates took off a pound or two a ton from
flour; but that did not decrease the price
of a loaf of bread. The consumer gets
no advantage from the decrease. I com-
mend the utterances of the member for
the Williams to the Minister for Rail-
ways wvhen considering the rates not to
decrease the rates so as to improve the
position of the producer or middleman,
but to reduce the rates so that the
condition of the consumer on the fields
will he improved. This can be done,
as the member for the Williams pointed
out, by transferring certain goods fromi
one class to another. I desire also
to refer the Premier to the remarks
of the member for the Williams in
connection with differential rates. For
years on the fields the people have been
crying out about the differential rates,
yet we find the member for the Williams
telling us they are practically useless, no
good to the Government and no good to
the producers on the coast. The hon.
member pointed out that had he remained
in office longer-or rather he regretted
the fact that he had not while in
office struck out the differential rates.
I hope the Premier will do something
during the session in connection with
those rates. We find the Chamber of
Commerce, in a report which has been
circulated amongst members, and I hope
members will read it, take strong excep-
tion to the differential rates. The
people generally are supporting the
Chamber of Commerce in their conten-
tion, and I hope the Government will see
their way clear to strike these rates from
the rate book at the earliest possible
moment. I desire to congratulate the
Minister for Works on the completion of
the Goldfields Water Scheme, ailid on
the energy he displayed in the com-
pletion of that scheme. I would like to
see the Minister for Works display the
same energy in clearing up the archi-

teetural division of his department. I1
am strongly of opinion that the people of
the country, are not getting justice from
this department. The public purse is
not being safeguarded under the present
administration of this department, and I
hope to see the Minister for Works do

i something in the way of inquiring into
the working of this branch, with a
view of giving us something better than
we are getting now. Anyone with a
practical eye, or anyone who desires to
see how the alffairs of the department are
carried on, ineed only walk through the
new Law Courts, or go and see the work
being carried on at the new Parliament
Houses. I say it is a disgrace to the
public'that we have such work put into
our buildings. The specifications are,
good enough, and when a contractor
tenders to do that work, he tenders to do
good work. I contend it is due to
faulty supervision that we get a bad
class of work in our public buildings.
It is a matter that tbe Minister for
Works should look into. I understand
be is inquiring into the matter, and I
hope he will do something, and give us
more for our money in connection with
this branch of his department. I desire
to congratulate the Minister for Mines
on pushing forward with the School of
Mines in the main centre of the gold-
fields : I refer to Kalgoorlie. I hope
when a6 portion of that building is ready,
the Minister will start a school, and not
wait for the whole of the building to be
finished.

Tun, MINISTER FOR. MINES:- Classes
will start at the end of August.

MR. JOHN SON: I am extremely
pleased to hear that, because in the past
we have found that the Government have
waited until buildings of this nature are
completed, and then it has taken some
months to get the furniture necessary.
In this matter we can congratulate our-
selves that the Minister has decided to
open the school before the whole building
is finished, and give the young men of
K algoorlie an opportunity of improving

Itheir education in connection with mining.
There is one little matter I desire to
draw the attention of members to. A
paragraph appeared in the Htlorningj
Heraldr of to-day quoting an extract from
the Emigrants' Thformation Office in
London. That office claims that there are
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a number of unemployed in Western
Australia, but it goes on to say th at there
is a good demand for femnale domestic
servants. I claim there is not a. good
demand for female domestic servants in
this State. It is true that a number of
people in Western Australia claim they
cannot get female domestic servants.

Ma. HAsrix: Because they won't pay
them.

MR, JOHNSON : Simply because, as
the member for Ranowna, says, they will
not pay- them. During the last week or
so I have been making inquiries in this
direction, because for some considerable
time I have heard numerous cornplaints
about the system of employment and thle
rate of wages paid to the poor unfor-
ttuate domestic servants. I have found
by my inquiries that 15s. a week is con-
sidered a, high rate of wage for domestic
servants in Perth. That is absolutely
true. I know this, and I will give hon.
members names if they wish themn. Sonic
of those persons who are looked upon as
the aristocracy of Perth, who fly about
in their carriages, hold "1at homes " every
week, and whose names figure in the
newspapers as being guests at Govern-
ment House, and so forth, are the people
who pay L5s. a week and consider it is
a high wage for domestic servants. What
is the ruling rate of wage ? WVhat is the
customary wage paid or offered to the poor
unfortunate girls in Perth? The custom-
ary wage offered at present is 8s. a. week.
That is absolutely true. I claim that no
girl can possibly live on such a1 wage.
Even l5s. a. week is not sufficient to keep)
a girl; she can hardly exist on it. Yet
we find even lbs. a week considered too
high by some of the gentry of Perth, and
they offer girls 8s. a week. In the face
of that we find the Information Office in
Londou stating that there is a good
demand for female domestic servants in
this State at the present time. I con-
tradict this, and say that there is no
demand for girls who expect to get a
living wage. Girls must live on their
parents, or be assisted by their parents,
to subsidise this paltry Ss. a week that is
paid by the aristocracy in Perth. There
is no demand for domestic servants who
expect to get a good wage in this. State.
In conclusion, I desire to say, while I am
disappointed with the Speech generally,
at the same time I realise there are

several measures that we can all con-
grat ulate ourselves aLre to be re-introduced
this session. I refer to constitutional
reform, electoral refonn, and the Shops
and Factories Bill; but, at the same
time, we must realise these were portions
of the policy of last session. These Bills
should have been passed last session,
and I desire to say this session I will be
no party to a compromise in connection
with these Hills. The Labour party
compromised last session in order to
meet the Legislative Council, and we
gave way on certain points in order to
get the Bills passed; but this session I
shall not agree to any compromise. I
shall go for the measure that I think is
desired by the people of this State,
and not a measure that is dosired by
those who sit in another place. I am
disappointed in the Bills that have
been placed before us, especially the
Bill in connection with constitutional
reform. I expected to see something
better now that the member for Boulder
is included in the Ministry. I did think
-and memnbers will recollect that the
member for Boulder fought very hard
against the measure of last session-
that the Minister for Lands would have
some influence with his colleagues, and
that we should have a measure based
more on a population basis. But the fact
re main s, although the mnember for Boulder
is included in the Ministry, we have a
measure almost identical with that intro-
duced last session.
Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: Have YOU

read it ?
Ma. JOHNSON: The influence of the

member for Boulder is evidently not felt
in this direction in the Ministry. I desire
to thank the House for the patient hear-
ing it has given me, and I hope the
Opposition will take an active interest
and will assist the Labour party in criti-
cising the Government, so as to keep the
Government on the proper track.
Ma. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):

I have no desire to speali at length on
the Address-in-Reply, but I must con-
gratulate the member for Kalgoorlie on
the way he has described the position of
parties in this Chamber, also for the way
he has described the position of the
Labour party. It is only the position
which I sougbt to place that party in
in December, 1901. At that time I held
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the position which the hon. member
pointed out. I hope that whatever I may
say will not be taken as being hostile to
the party of which I am a member, the
Labour party. I said then that the
Labour party in this Chamber should
hold an independent position, and on
every occasion they should assert the
strength of the party; hut unfortunately
I was alone in that belief. I am sorry
to say I think our party has stuck too
long to the Government. There was a
time in this Chamber when the Labour
party almost held the balance of power.
The pr-esent Government can thank the
Labour party for the seats they now
occupy. I feel confident that when the
late Mr. George Leake first became the
Premier of this State, had the Labour
party not stuck to him as solidly as they
did during the first five months of his
office, the present Government would not
have been where they are. I supported
that hion. gentleman to give this country
a change of Premier. I found that
during the campaign of Mr. Morgans's
MJinistry we did not receive what we were
fighting for, and hence I remained on this
side of the House, and I am sorry that
the rest of the party did not occupy this
bench. Had they done so they would
have occupied a better position in this
Chamber titan they do to-night. What
the hen. m ember for Kalgoorlie says iis
practically true. He says there is a con-

spiracy between the Opposition and the
Government on questions which affect the

Labour party, and we saw them on the
simple divisions which took place count-
ing noses and seeing exactly how things
were going, and when there was a possible
chance of the Government being defeated
they hopped across the floor like grass-
hoppers.

Mn. PIGOTT : What did you do?
MR. TAYLOR:- What did I do? I

hope the hon. member is not going to
amcuse me of putting him into that chair.
The hon. member will never accuse me
of being one of a party foUowing the
Opposition. I have made my position

clear in this Chamber times out of number.
[MR. CONNOR: A party of one.] Tt is
likely to grow larger. With reference to
the leader of the Opposition, of course
from a party point of view I must con-
gratulate him on being appointed to that
position, because when he came down

here from the North-West at the same.
time as I entered the Chamber or shortly
afterwards, lie came here as the leader
of the black-labour party from the North -
West. Now he is the leader of the
Opposition-(Mn. DAeLrsnF Coalition
now]-wbieb will always insure the
support of the Labour party! Any
person who is the leader of a black-
labour party in Australia can always look
for the support of the Labour party! Of
course the hon. member is perfectly satis-
fied that when the Commonwealth was
considering the Alien Restriction Bill
he almost gained the objects he desired.
I will not deal any longer with the mem-
ber for West Kimberley. I would like
to make a. few remarks about the portion
of the Governor's Speech dealing with
railway extension. There has been a lot
of discussion in this Chamber and in the
papers with reference to day-labour
versus the contract system. We know
that the portion of the railway from
'Kalgoorlie to Menzies was constructed by
contract and the portion from Menzies to
Leonora by day labour. The contract
price for 80 miles from Kalgoorlie to
Menzies was £137,103 some odd. The
stipulated price of the contract for
carrying goods was 6d. a ton, and I have
it on very good authority that the con-
tractors derived something like £40,000
of profit from the traffic during the
course of construction. The next section
of a similar distance, from Menzies to
Leonora, was constructed by Govern-
ment day-labour, which cost I think-
the Minister for Works will put me
right if I am wrong-something ever
£-204,000, and during the course of
construction the department earned on
that rail-way £184,871 some odd. So
members will see that the line earned,
within something over £19,000, what the
cost of construction was. But of course
we have to deduct the working expenses
of running the line. I only quote those
figures with the object of show-ing to the
House that the people on the goldfields
practically paid for the construction of
their line before it was handed over to
the existing railway lines. I think that
has obtained all the way from Southern
Cross. The Government started to carry
traffic from Menzies to Leonora at Gd. a
ton, but after a6 short while they reduced
the amount to 4d., so that they earned
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£184,871, as I said before, at 4d.
Practically most of it was carried at 4d.,
quite half of it, anyhow. They would
have earned considerably more hiad they
carried it at 6d., the price stipulated for
with the contractors. The first section
was by piecework. I am pleased to say
the line is going on to Morgans and
from Morgans to Laverton. I desire to
say a few words with reference to the
educational system of this State. The
paragraph in the Governor's Speech sets
forth that it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to go in for a higher form of
education. I should like to say that
there are many plaoces, especially in the
outlying portions of the goldield's, where
the present system of education is not
sufficiently extended. The Colonial
Secretary, who is in charge of this
department, is not in this Chamber, but
during the number of trips referred to
by the member for East Kimberley
round the North in the Penguin, the
Minister for Mines was administering
that gentleman's department. During
that time I presented a petition to him
from one or two of the outlying portions
of the goldfields, making requisitions for
school facilities. I am pleased to say the
Minister for Mines was very sympathetic,
and he told me he would do all he
could to farther school facilities for the
children. The people in one of those
places. Mount Sir Samuel-I only wish
to make this remark so that the House
will know that the people on the
goldfields have a desire to assist them-
selves and educate their children--where
the population is very small, and where
the number of children of school age was
just under the number or about the
number for which they could claim a
school according to the regulations, pre-
sented a petition to the Colonial Secre-
tary setting forth the number of children
and what they were prepared to do.
They were prepared to pay £21 a week
towards the upkeep of a teacher; and
they also got permission from the com-
mittee of the miners' institute or mecha-
nics' institute to let the children be
taught in that institute free of cost to
the Government. I think that when
people are prepared to go that far, the
Government should perhaps be prepared
to frame regulations with reference to
their school system to assist those people.

The people at Laverton are some 70 or
80 miles from the end of the railway, but
I am glad to say such will not long be

*the case, and a railwayv to that place is
*now in course of construction. They are
in a similar position in reference to school
facilities. I think I should say in justice
to the Government a school has been
there for some time-I am not sure of
it, but I think so; but through some of
the married people with large families
leaving, the school had to be closed. In
Craiggiemnore, two miles from Laverton,
there are a lot of families requiring a
school. The difficulty in regard to the
fields, where two or three hundred men
are working or a couple of hundred, and
where the workers who are married have
no school facilities for their children, is
that those men are compelled to leave their
wives and families in the Eastern States
or down on the coast, or leave them where
theme are school facilities. A miner up
in that country where it costs him at
least 30s. to live has to keep two homes
out of the wages he receives. He has a
very small margin left to keep himself
on the fields, also his wife and family in
the Eastern States or on the coast, where
they have to live because the children
cannot get school facilities where he him-
self dwells.

MEMBER : They are building that
school, are they not?

ME. TAYLOR: I think the contract is
let. I was given to understand that such
was the case. but I also he-ard that the
contract was withdrawn or cancelled and
that the Government were not going to
build it. 1 spoke to the Colonial Secre-
tary, who told toe he was not sure; it bad
not come before him; but he thought
the erection of a school was going on at

ILaverton. I did not speak to the Minis-
ter for Works on the subject, or he might
have been able to inform me. [THE
MiNisTrn ron Woxics: It is going on.]
I only desire to say it is necessary the
Government should assist outlying places
with school facilities. I know numbers
of men up in my district, which is one of
the mo st outlying electorates in the State,
who are compelled to keep) their wives and
families in the Eastern States or on the
coast, not being able to have them on the
fields, where they would have them if
school facilities existed there. I shall
not speak at length, but I desire to wake
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a few remarks with reference to what a
certain hon. member said during this
debate, which it is my duty as a. repre-
sentative of Labour in this Chamber to
contradict, because to my mind the

position has not been represented truly.
The member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes) in his speech a few nights
ago referred to the Arbitration Act as
being almost a failure. He was perfectly
justified in telling this Chamber that, if
he thought it; but he went farther and
painted out that the nmeasurc only opened
the way for agitators to go among the
workers and cite cases for the Arbitration
Court. Now, that comes very badly
from the member for East Fremantle,
taking into consideration that he is a
partner of Holmes Brothers and Co.,
butchers, who were recently cited before
the Arbitration Court. While the mem-
ber for East Fremantle thoughit his
firm perfectly justified in being repre-
sented at the Court, he tried to withhold
that privilege from the workers. As a
matter of fac~t, the hon. gentleman was
not speaking quite truthfully about the
position. One need only refer to the
newspapers to learn that when the
butchers formed. their union with a view
to making better terms and arriving at
ain understanding with their employers
in Perth and Fremantle, their secretary
wrote to the various butchering firms and
asked them to join in a conference to
decide on fixed rates of wages and
fixed hours, and generally to determine
the conditions of work. I am pleased to
say that every, or nearly every, butcher
of Perth and Fremantle turned up at
that conference, Holmes Bros. being the
only firm which ref used to attend. Holmes
Bros. being arage firm, and apparently"
possessing a, certain controlling in-
fluence over the butchering trade of Perth
and Fremantle, the other butchers would
not, in their absence, make any agree-
ment with the employees. Accordingly,
nothing remained for the union but to
cite a case before the Conciliation Board.
That course being adopted, the emiployers,
led by Holmes Bros., employed a man
who is not a. legal practitioner of Western
Australia, hut who I believe has practised
in another State, to conduct their ease.
They would not have the matter tried by
the Conciliation Board. The representa-
tive of all the butchering firms of Perth

and Premantle, of which 'Mr. Holmes is
practically the head-I refer not to the
member himself, hut tooneof his brothers
-forced the employees to the Arbitration
Court. Now, such being the position,
plainly* if there is any agitator in the
matter, the agitator is Holmes Bros.'
firm, and not the secretary of the working
butchers' union. I have the following

Iinformation from the president of the
I association and its secretary. It shows

b ow generous employers are. Every hon.
member knows my opinion of the average
employers. I have not worked all my life
for employers in various kinds of labour
without learning to know the gentlemen
well. Generally speaking, they are Shy-
locks, wanting their pound of flesh. The
president of the association worked for
three or four years with Holmes Bros.
as manager of their William-street shop,
receiving a wage of £2 lbs. per week. He
now holds letters from the firm setting
forth his good conduct, his satisfactory
management, and his splendid workman-
ship. Being a good. work-man, an energetic
man, and well liked among his fellow
unionists, and taking an interest in the
welfare of his fell ows, he became presi-
dent of their union. What was the
result ? After ab meeting, at which he

s president stepped from. the chair to
imove a motion dealing with the question
of bettering the condition of the butchers,
Holmes Bros. dismissed him. A member
of the firm walked into the shop and told
him to consider himself dismissed and
his wages cancelled. Fortunately for
himself, the moan had only two days'
work in. However, he has not received
the money for that work-; at any
rate, not up to the timne when the member
for East Fremantle spoke in this
Chamber two nights ago. It that is a
fair way to treat a man who is competent
-to manage a business, to have charge of
the shop and the meat, upon whom the
question of profit or loss depends, what
treatmueut can be expected by the man
who runs the cartP I suppose an
employer who would act so towards his
mauager would, if he ha~d the power,
han- by the neck the man in the more
humble position if he attempted to speak
unri rights. The secretary of the

uinwas also working for Holmes
Bros. the firm of which the member for-
East Fremantle is partner and brother.
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The other night be said to me, when I
interjected, that he had done more for
labour than I had done. I did not know
at that time that the firm had sacked a,
man and had not paid him wages due. I
have never done that for labour; so the
bon. member must have been speaking
from his own point of view. Had I
known of the case, I should certainly
have told the hon. member: "Quite true.
I have never dlone such a. thing for
labour as to dismiss a man arbitrarily,
and without reason to refuse him his
wages." I do not know any other firm,
of butchers which has done the same
thing. If the president and secretary of
that society had known of any other men
dismissed for taking a prominent part in
tbe union, I suppose they would have
told me. The member for East Fre-
mantle belongs to a firm. known in this
city and at the port as the most exacting
firm of butchers on the whole of the
coast.

MR. HIGHAM1: Business men.
MR. TAYLOR: Yes; business men.

Now, I desire to contradict a, state-
ment which has been made by the
Dean of Perth, a gentleman in rather a
high position. What the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) said in his speech
with regard to the State hotel at
Gwahia was the outcome of what he had
read in the West Australian concerning
a meeting held in St. George's Hall. I
shall read the report, so that I may not
misrepresent the gentleman who made
the remarks.

MR. DAGILISH: I did not get my
information from that quarter.

MR. TAYLOR: I thought you might
have got it from the newspapers. The
West Australian says;

Speaking on Thursday night at St. George's
Hall on the subject of State control of the
liquor trnffic, the Dean of Perth made reference
to the State hotel recently opened at Gwali.

It is needless for me to say that Owalia
is in the electorate 1 represent. The
report continues: -

He said that the Government, when starting
thle establishment, had actually intended to
pay the manager placed in charge a commis-.
sion on sales.
I mnay claim to' have had a good deal to
doe with the estab lishment of the State
hotel, and that assertion I can flabtly
coiitradict, because I know that it was

never contemplated, when the Govern-
ment decided upon building the hotel, to
allow the management a com~mission on
the sale of liquor. The Government
never contemplated any such thing as
to bold out any inducement to the person
in charge to encourage the consumption
of liquor. The desire on the part of the
Premier was that the people of Gwalie.
should be supplied with an hotel. There
had been repeated applications during
three years for the grant of a, license at
Owalia. As the license was very valuable
I was of opinion that the State should
derive the benefit; the people of Gwalia
having created the value, I considered
that no private person should be per-
mitted to appropriate the unearned
increment. The Premier pointed out
that the man first placed in charge of
this hottel ought to be paid a, salary,
so that the hotel might be managed

I on the best lines and the best liquors
might be supplied to customers. Now I
will read farther -

Those who advocated State management
desired the limitations on the liquor trade to
be strictly enforced, and those responsible to
discourage rather than encourage the output
and have no personal interest in the amount

*of bu-siness done. The deputation which
Iwaited upon the Minister for Mines were
fortunately able to dissuzade the Government
from giving the manager this inducement to

I make the turnover as large "s possible. '1bat
hotel at &walia, whether a success or failure,
was not a specimen of what those who advo-
cated State control desired.

*This is all that bears on the matter. I
wish to add that those who informed the
member for Subiaco that special induce-
ments were held out to the people to

~drink liquor at the Gwalia hotel spoke
absolutely, without knowledge. [TE
PtE KIER : Hear, hear.] It is well
within the memory of the present Premier
that a deputation from Owalia caine to
Perth seine considerable timie ago, du ring
Dr. Jameson's tenure of the portfolio
of Minister for Lands-a deputation

*which I introduced. There was at depu-
tation from the Owalia people to urge the
Government to grant a suitable block of
land, so that a license might be success-

*fully applied for;i and there was anuother
deputation from the Municipality of
Leonora, d istan t two miles, headed by the
mayor, to oppose the grant of a license or
the throwing open of blocks for building
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purposes. I introduced the deputationsJ
simultaneously to the Minister for Lands;
and it is on record that I pointed oat the
position at the time and said I hoped that
if a license were required, the Govern-
meat would reserve the necessary land
and build an hotel themselves, and not
leave the matter to private enterprise. I
am pleased that my advice wats acted on.
The very man who camne down here on
that occasion to apply for a. license, the
man who headed the deputation which
urge4. the Government Io throw open
blocks at Gwalia so that opportunity
mi ght be afforded of obtainaing a. licen
there, I met in Perth a week ago. I may
say that I have not seen the State hote
at Gwalia since it has been opened,
though I did see it when it was being
1)uilt, I asked the man how the hotel was
doing, and he said, "It is doing splen-
didly. I never thbought it would be such i
a success. It is the only place in Western
Australia that I know of where a person
can get a good drink, and such treatment
as he should receive in an hoteL" The
conversation, I should explain, took place
in Hay-street. " The only thing I am
sorry for," the man added, "is that
the State has not an hotel in this
street, so that the people of Perth,
like the people of Gwalia, might enjoy
the privilege of getting good liquor."
I have spoken to hotelkeepers in Leonora,
a distance of two miles away, who con-
tended that the State hotel would ruin
their business, and have had from them
the same reply that I had from the
others. I have asked mniners who have
come to Perth from Owalia, and they
have the same thing to say. I am not
one who would stand here to bolster up
any undertaking of the Government or
of anyone else, if I were not doing so on
the strength of the soundest information
I could get. I have information from
those who were opposed to the project
on the one hand, anl from those whom
it was intended to serve; and I find the
same opinion prevailing in both partes.
1 know full well that the State hotel
will not only have to comubat the Licensed
Victuallers' Association, but that the
brewers and kindred traders will do every-
thing possible to decry the establishment
of State hotels. But it is beyond doubt,
in imy mind, that the day is fast coming
when. the liquor traffic will be nationalised,I

and the sooner it comes the better. No
one in this State or elsewhere can say
he ever saw me on a platform or off it
advocating temperance, though personally
I drink but little. If people desire to
drink, I think it useless my trying to
persuade them not to. If they get as
much pleasure from drinking as I in
keeping away from it, then I can quite
understand their drinking; so I hope
when I make these remarks with re-
ference to the Gwalia State hotel, people
will not say that I am a drunkard, or a
blue-ribbon man, or a. temperance lec-
turer. I say, if a man desires to
drink, it is no use my getting on
the stump to prevent hium. The average
man knows his own palate better than
I know it. At the same time, I should
like to see happen in this State what
happened in Queensland some 17 or 18
years ago. When trade-unionism started
in the back country, drinking was very
rife; but I noticed that as unionism pro-
gressed in that country, and the workers
commenced to take an interest in their
country's politics, a wave of temperance
followed; and I hope it will follow a
similar awakening in this country. Be-
fore I resume my seat I should like to
uphold the member for North Murehison
(Mr. Holman) and the member for Mt.
Burges (Air. Reid), who spoke so forcibly
about the bitterness of the Premier andl
Attorney General's attitude towards the
registration of trade unions. While I
have no desire to say anything against
the Registrar of Friendly Societies, I do
say that in my dealings with that gentle-
man I recognised a weakness. I say the
Arbitration Act requires a strong man to
administer it; and in every action of the
Registrar I could trace th~e finger-mnarks
of the Attorney General in reference to
differences of opinion as to what unions
should be registered. I1 shall not mince
matters one iota. I ann confident that
the Premicr was deeply sensible of the
attitude which he took uip. Hie noticed
the society of which I have been for a.
long time a, member, the Workers'
Association; he noticed in that union a
formidable political foe; he also saw a
young growingunion which was protecting
the same class of labour, and which pro-
claimed that it did not take any'intcrest
in politics ; so of the two evils the
Premier chose the lesser and assisted one
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union against the other. Hie assisted
the young rising union in its swaddling
clothes. to swamp a society which had
been in existence for seven or eight years,
successfully protecting the best interests
of the worker on the gold fields, and which
was practically the only union in this
country which returned Labour members
to Parliament at the last election-the
union which found the sinews of war to
fight opponents, and. not only that, but
found mioney to enable men to stump the
country in the interests of the workers
and to assist the Labour candidate who
was standing. In that union the Premier
saw a formidable foe; and he said to
himself : 11I have here administering this
Act a weak official, and I will instruct
him how he shall register." Conse-
quently, the Premier caused a very bad
feeling between those two societies; but
I am pleased to say that they have
detected their natural enemy, the Premier,
and they are now coming together. This
feeling is more marked in the speeches
delivered from the Labour bench last
night and to-night than it has ever been
before. The Labour party have trusted
the Government too long;j and I am
afraid, as I said before, that the Govern-
ment have left them in the lurch.

THE PaE-irER: Yet the Government
grow stronger.

Ma. TAYLOR: Yes; since they have
con spired with the Opposition to keep
themselves in power. I should like to
tell the Premier that he would never
have graced that chair as he does to-
night had it not been for the support of
the Labour party. Not only do I know
the truth of that, but it is known through-
out this country. The man in the street
wilt tell us that the Labour party made
the present Government; the Labour
party are responsible for the administra-
tiun of this country, and they know they
are. They have said so last night and
to-night, through two of their members.
As I said, I am not hostile to the Labour
party, of which I am a member; but I
do feel keenly the position of that party.
I say we shonild be an independent piarty
sitting in this quarter of the House
(back Opposition cross-bench), and then
we should be in a position tc utilise our
strength, and make it felt in this Par-
liament. But now, since the con-
spiracy, since the angling speech of the

tPremier in the Town Hall-railways
here, public works there, and a harbour
somewhere else-he has captured them.
And by taking the member for Boulder
(Mr. 3I M. Hopkins) into the Ministry,
he considers he has captured the gold-
fields; he has captured the sonthern
farming districts by railways, the Pre-
mantle element by the harbour and dock,
and the inhabitants of the South-West
by the breakwater he is about to extend
at Bunbury, reaching from that port to
Esperance, which I believe is the only
plan for making Bunbury a safe harbour.
I have heard some people say that the
present leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Pigott) is determined before all these
docks and breakwaters are built, if he
cannot block their construction in this
Parliament, to bring down from the Nor'-
West his black pearl-divers to dive under
the Fremantle Harbour Works and pull
them tinder the sea. He feels very sore
on the point.

THE PREMIER: He is very thorough.
MR. TAYLOR: Yes; in that he differs

from the Premier. I think it is now
useless for parties to rally in this
Chamber. For existing conditions the
only remedy I see is an appeal to the
country; and I feel sartisfied it is the
desire of hon. members to allow this

IParliament to run its three years. Menm-
hers know mny opinion on that matter,
and I should like to see the Parliament
of any country dissolved when I do not

Ithink' it truly represents the wishes of
the electors.

THE RRnn mi: The Opposition always
thinks that.

Ma. TAYLOR: But I ami not in
Opposition. I heard the Premier accuse
the member for Dundas of ingratitude.
After what we Labour members have
done for the Premier, lie is showing
ingratitude in making such remarks as

IthaL, With reference to the member for
Dundas (Mr. Thomas), he was of the
same opinion as the member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes), that the mem-
bers of the Labour paity had no right to

1appear before the Arbitration Court to
champion the cause of the worker against
the employer. Now I bold that a
Labour member of Parliament is the

Iproper man to represent the workers in
tint Court. Ifhe hasbtena working mian
he knows the technical terms employed,
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and he is perfectly justified in defending
the cause of the workers before the
Arbitration Court, in this Parliament or-
in any other part of the State. l recog-
nise that I am not perhaps so able as
some members of unions, but I have
always done my best to represent them,
and shall continue to do, so. But what
of the member for Dundas, who came
into this Chamber last session when the
Dividend Duties Bill was before us in
Committee, and the Premier would not
allow a certain clause to be inserted?
The hon. member walked in and stone-
walled the Bill for practically 20 hours,
as a direct r epresentative of the Chamber
of Mines and the Chamber of Commerce.
I can almost hear his wails yet about the
enormous amount of capital which the
measure would drive out of the country.
I have since seen the Treasurer smile at
the enormous sum which the passing of
that Bill has brought into the Treasur 'Y.
The member for Dunidas talks of Labour
members rep)resenting classes in this
Chamber, when there is no member who
so definitely represents a class as the
member for Dundas. He is perfectly
justified in doing so; and all l am sorry
for is that he has a monopoly of it. I
should like to see the Labiour members
here representing the class to which they
belong, and which sent them here, just as
vigorously as the member for 1)undas
represents his class. Whiile I am here I
will endeavour to represent the workers
as well as lecan, though I may not be so
well able to do that as is the member for
Dundas to represent those who sent him
to this Chamber. And I think when
that hon. member represents such a class,
his accusations against others of repre-
senting classes come from him with a
ver bad grace. I thank the House for
at pa)tient. hearing.

Ma. J. L. NANSON (Murchtison):
Au apology is almost necessary, sir, for
rising to address members at th~e fag-end
of so long and exhaustive at debate. I
shall, however, at once relieve the mninds
of members by telling them that it is not
mv intention to deal with the Governor's
Speech clause by clause and item by item.
I should like, however, in passing to
express my gratification that the Labour
party have at length seen the* error of
their ways, and are now, at the eleventh
hour, on the eve of a general election,

making a tardy repentance. I sympa-
thise with the members on the Labour
benches at the manner in which in
previous sessions they have lost and
misused their opportunities. Again and
again when a direct attack has been
made upon the gentlemen occupying the
Treasury bench, again and again the
Labour members have had an oppor-
tunity, not of talking, not of attacking
the Government b-v word of mouth, but of
attacking the Government by their -votes
in divisions when it would have been pos-
sible to have driven the Government out of
office. W'hen the critical instant came
and the opportunity was before them, an
opportunity of which they might have
availed themselves, they hesitated to use
it; and now, on the eve of a political
dissolution, at a time when they have to
go to " face their maker," at a time when
they have to give a record of their
actions, they begin to discover that they
have made a mistake with this Govern-
ment they have helped to keep in office;
they find that the Government is the
strongest foe they possess in the House,
and is their sworn and devoted antago-
nist. Repentance, even if it comes late
-a death-bed repentance is better than
no repentance at all.

MR. BATH: That is why you repented.
MR. NANSON: I have yet to learn

that I have repented. I have yet to learn,
for any utterance I have made in the
House, I need any repentance. The
attack of the members of the Labour
party to-night. reminds me of the
Chinese methods of warfare. Members
will no doubt understand what I mean.
When a Chinese army goes into action,
there is great waving of banners, there is
a great beating of drums, the tom-toms
sound loudly, there is a medley and a
wonderful assortment of noise and cries;
but when you look for blows, when you
look for some hard hitting, when you
look for something to follow all this
noise, you find nothing at all- There is
no blood shied; there is no result; there
are no wounded men: the engagement
ends as it began, with words, words,
words, and the beating of the political
tonm-tom, and nothing else. We in this
House know the official exponents of
Labour practically for what they are
worth. I am not attacking the Labour
men as a whole outside the House, but I
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am attaching the men who are false to
their trust as exponents of labour prin-
ciples and for their attitude and the
manner in which they have acted during
the last two sessions of this Parliament.
Some members in the course of this
debate have expressed gratification at the
amiable feeling that now amniates this
House. I must say, speaking for myself,
I am not altogether convinced that this
amiable feeling to which reference hats
been made is the best sort of feeling to
have here, having regard to the interests
of the country as a whole. We have
members on the Labour bench, or on the
seceding Labour bench-i refer to the
member for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
and the member for North Murchison
(Mr. Ifolman) -declaring that a sort of
unholy compact exists between the Guy-
erment and the members of the direct
Opposition. I trust nothing of that kind
has happened. It was not very long
since I severed the inure prominent con-
nection I had with the Opposition, and I
should indeed be sorry if in that short
time my late colleagues on the direct
Opposition benches have so far fallen
from grace as to make terms with the
Government; but I confess that the Op-
position would be failing in their duty
altogether if during this session they dea
out too many of the sweet nothings of
political compliment. If I were to com-
pare the two sessions we have had in
this Parliament with the session which
is predicted as a session of amiability
and good feeling, I must confess the
session to which I look back as the
one in which the most sterling and
honest work was done for the country
was the first session, of which some
hon. members profess to be ashamed.
It was the best session we have had
undoubtedly. Perhaps it may be that I
love a fight; I love a combat more than
some members of more amiable instincts
do; but I think there is something in
the stern joy of conflict, that there is
something when we feel the lust of battle
beating in our veins, and when we indulge
in the sharp Cut aind thrust of debate. I
hope the time will never come in the
Parliament of Western Australia when
for fear of hurting the individual feelings
of meinbers we shall choose our words too
nicely, we shall wrap up abuses and hide
them in polite vocabulary so that our

niceties have to be preserved. Better
have hard speaking, better have hot
spaig better have speaking which
occaialy transgrresses the rules of
debate, than have that politeness which
often prevents the due exposure of abuses
and the d]ue advancement of public
interests. I had not intended to take
part in this debate on the Address-in-
Reply, but on looking at one portion of
the Governor's Speech, it seemed to me
that an attempt was being made to
interfere in Imperial politics and express
an opinion in regard to a matter of
Imperial concern, namely that of prefer-
ential trade. The Speech tells us that
"The recent movement in the mother
country for securing closer trade rela-
tions between the various parts of the
Empire has been welcomed in this State
with warm feelings of sympathy and
sincere hopes for its ultimate success."
That may or may not be so. I am not
aware from what sources the Government
draw their information, but it is an
interesting example of the way in which
public opinion is manufactured in the
country in order to be retailed at home
while Mr. Chamberlain is conducting his
election campaign. I look forward with
a considerable degree of amusement to

ihow this wiil be retailed when that
election campaign is going on, how
Western Australia is included as str-ongly
in favour of this preferential treatment,
although I venture to say in this State
most of us have not given very serious
consideration to it. Most of us have not
yet formed a decided opinion on the
matter, and it cannot be said with any
authority that we have any basis upon
which the statement rests that the pro-
posial has been warmly welcomed.

MR. DAGLISH: We do not know what
it is yet.

MR. NANSON: The member for
Subiaco says we do not know yet what
the proposal is, and I think there is a
great deal of tr-uth in what he says.
However, I have not myself given
sufficient consideration to the matter as
to whether I shall support the Govern-
mnent in their view of this preferential
proposal or not. My object in rising is
to give the House ain opportunity of ex-
pressing an opinion, in the most definite
way possible, on a more important ques-
tion to Western Australia, and to Aus-
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tralia, as a whole, than this question of
preferential trade. I refer to the move-
ment that is going on in South Africa
with a view to introducing into that
country an immense horde of Chinese
labourers ; and in order that there may
be an expression of opinion from th
House on the subject, f have drafted an
amendment to the Address -in -Reply' .
That amendment, I may say, has not
been brought forward with any idea of
embarrassing the Government; it has
not been brought forward -after consulta-
tion with the leader of the Opposition;-
buit soiely on my own initiative, without
consulting any member of the House
previously. I mention this fact because I
feel confident, from what I know of
the opinions of the Premier, that he
will take this amendment to the Ad-
dress in the sense in which it is
intended. He will not regard it as
implying any want of confidence in his
Administration; but he will regard it
as simply sup)plying a great omission in
the Speech which is likely to go forth to
the mother country, and which is an ex-
pression of opinion in regard to the
question of coloured labour in the Trans-
vaal-an opinion which we in this State,
ag the greatest gold-producing State in
the Empire., are justified in giving. The
amendment I desire to move is to the
following effect:-

That we desire to add that this House views
with grave concern the proposed introduction
of Chinese or other alien coloured labour into
the Transvaal, believing that the interests of
the Empire in South Africa-to maintain
which this State, in common with the rest of
the Commonwealth, has expended blood and
treasure -demand that imported coloured
labour should not be employed in the mining
industry of South Africa.
In submitting this proposal to the Rouse,
it is necessary I should deal as briefly as
possible with the conditions of the labour
probleni of the Transvaal. Several years
back, before the late war had broken out
in that country, the labour question had
become an acute one. We find, in a book
which excited a good deal of attention
when it was published, " The Transvaal
from Within," by Mr. J. Percy Fitz-
patrick, published before the war began,
that one of the greatest causes of com-
plaint against the Boor Government was
that they did not assist the mine managers
in Johannesburg in obtaining cheaplabour

and obtaining coloured labour at the
cheap rates to which the mine owners
considered they were entitled. Mr. Fitz-
patrick, in his book, states :

In January, 1891, the average wage for
native labourers was X2 2m. per head per
month. In 1893 it bad risen to £22 18s. 10d.,
in 1895 to X3 38. 6d. In other South African
States, wages rule from 15s. to 30s. per month;
and the failure to facilitate the introduction
of natives from outside and to protect them
is largely responsible for the high figures paid
on the Rand. Unquestionably the ill-wind of
the Boor Government is to blame for the con-
sistent neglect of this growing need of the
mines. If decent protection and facilities
were given, the wage could be reduced to £1
15s. per month. The Government has in its
power to give the mines labour at this price;
but, as a matter of fact, there is no desire to
see the lower-grade mines working.
It was said by that small minority, who
at the time of the war were characeterised

Ias pro-Boors, that the war was advocated,
if not undertaken at any rate advocated,
by the mine owners of the Transvaal
largely with the idea of getting cheaper
labour. Thatview was indignantly scouted
at the time by all of us, who regarded
the war, as far as great Britain was con-
cerned, as being carried on with the idea

IOf Preserving the integrity of the Empire
in South Africa. We must admit it is

Idisappointing to find, as soon as the war
is closed, that energetic efforts are being
made by these men to carry out the very
policy of which they complained when
the Boor Government was in power.
Before the war, the natives in the Trans-
vaal who were being employed in the
mines were paid at the rate of is. 9d.
per day. Since the war that rate has
been reduced to Is. 2d. This reduction
is estimated to have secured a saving to
the industry of a million sterling per
annum; but at the present time, owing to
this reduction, there are only 50,000
natives emnployed in the mines, as against
90,000 or 97,000 employed before the
war began, and as against 150,000 which
it is declared could be employed if they
were available. It may strike members
as strange that, in a country teeming with
natives as that country is, it should be
difficult to obtain sufficient men to work
in the mines. In the neighbouring colony
of Natal there is a population of half a
million colouired people, as aguinst only
50,000 white people, and yet in that
country, so averse are the natives to
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working with Europeans that even there
it is found necessary, if not for working
the mines, for cultivation purposes, to
import coolies instead of employing this
half million or a portion of the half
million in this work.

MR. PIGOoTT: What authority have
you for that ?

MR. HANSON: The authority is a
writer in the National Review for May.
1903, Mr. F. Drummiond Chaplin, joint
manager at Johnnesburg of the Con-
solidated Goldfields of South Africa, Ltd.

Me. PIGOTT: They wish them to be
used in agriculture.

MR. NANSON: My point is that there
is any quantity of native labour in South
Africa, but that those natives are not
willing to work in the mines at the wage
offered by the mine owners, and it is a
very natural thing that they should not
be willing. Wherever there is a great
demand for labour we find that wages
rise in sympathy with that demand; and
I do not blame the black man there at all
if, when he finds his services in great
demand, he requires somewhat higher
wages than those mine owners are pre-
pared to give him. Another point I wish
to impress upon members is that I should
not have dreamt of bringing forward an
amendment of this kind if my sole idea
were to interfere with the employment of
the native coloured labour in the Trans-
vaal. I fully recognise that it would be
impertinence on the part of Western
Australia, or of Australia, to attempt to
dictate to the people of South Africa, how
the natives within their own borders
should be employed; but when we find
those natives unwilling to work in the
mines because they are evidently content
with their conditions otherwise, we are
perfectly justified, I think, in asserting
that., as it is an Imperial question, we
should have seine voice in saying whether
a large influx of labour into South Africa
should be allowed. The reason why these
natives will not work in the mines, or
why a sufficient number cannot be
obtained, is that their wants being pre-
sumably very easily supplied, they do not
see the necessity of engaging in what is a
somewhat unpleasant form of labour.
The average South African native, if he
has a sufficiency of cattle and a sufficiency
of wives, needs nothing else. The cattle
provide him with the means of sustenance.
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the wives work for him, and as long
as those two conditions are present, as
long as they, are prosperous, native men
will not work. One proposal made by the
mine owners is that the natives should
be heavily taxed, so that they would
be compelled to come into the mines and
work for whatever sum the mine owners
maghn like to pay them. But the difficulty
in carrying out a policy of this kind
is that the native races in South Africa are
so warlike and have advanced so far in
the ruder forms of civilisation that if they
were heavily taxed, danger would arise in
Basutoland, and neither the South African
Government nor the British Government
is prepared to tackle a South African war.
They cannot say what form it would
develop into, and they do not want a war
of that kind immediately following on
the long struggle which has occurred.
That being the position, the Imperial
Government being unwilling to drive
these natives into the mines, being unwil-
lung to drive them into what, under the
circumstances, would be little better than
a form of slavery, the mine owners are
casting around to see how the difficulty
can be met. Instead of going to the
mother country, where ther-eis anabun-
dance of men available, and which has
spent its treasure and the blood of its
people like water in order to maintain the
integrity of the Empire in South Africa,
they have the impudence to ask the
Empire to help them to carry on that
industry with the assistance of something
like 200,000 Chinese labourers. I ask
members to consider what it would
mean to South Africa, and what it would
mean to Australia, if a proposal of this
sort were carried into effect. Unless some
strong and effective protest comes from
Australia-and it has been invited almost
by Mr. Chamberlain-unless some strong
and effective protest comes from these
States, there is every probability of a horde
of Chinese labour being introduced into
South Af rica. Mr. Chamberlain, in speak-
ing on the subject some time ago, pointed
out that if the proposal were acceded to,
or if there were any disposition to accede
to it, it would naturally arouse a consider-
able amount of opposition in the great
colonies and in the mother countr Y. The
exact words which he used were these:
"The great colonies and the mother
country would regard a step of this kind

316 Address-in.Repiy:



Address-in-Reply: [30 Jvrtv, 1903.] Sixth day. 317

as retrograde and dangerous." When
Mr. Chamberlain uses language of that
kind, I think we may regard it as being
as nearly as possible a direct invitation
to the people of this State and to the
people of the other States of Australia to
express officially and in the strongest
definite manner possible their opinion of
this proposal. Surely we have a right to
express ourselves on the subject. Surely
we have a right to give forth our opinions
in no halting fashion. We in Western
Australia in proportion to our population
sent more men to the war than any
other State in Australia; as I have
already pointed out, we are the great gold -
producing State of the Empire ; and we
therefore have a very direct interest in
the mnanner in which the gold-mining
industry is conducted in another portion
of the Empire. We cannot forget that
in regard to the gold-mining industry
South Africa is at the present time our
most formidable competitor for the supply
of capital, which is needed equally here
as there for the development of our
mining resources; and if you have a
tremendous influx of alien and Asiatic
labour on to the Johannesburg fields,
enabling the wines to be worked at a
very much cheaper rate than it is possible
to work them in Western Australia,
where do members think the English
capital which is available for investment
in gold-mining ventures is likely to goe
Is it more likely to come to Western
Australia, where we have the white
labour conditions, or to go to South
AfricaF [Interjection.] I am not appeal-
ing to the Labour party in this matter,
but I am appealing to the House as a
whole. I am appealing to them on behalf
of the great interests of Western Aus-
tralia, in the interest of the gold-mining
industry on which the prosperity of this
country depends. I venture to say that
if a large influx of Asiatic labour into
South Africa will have the effect of
diverting English and foreign capital
away from our shores to the shores of
South Africa, we are entitled to make
our protest in the most expressive and
public manner possihle against this
return for the service Australia ren-
dered to the Empire in her hour of
need. I very much doubt if the war
in South Africa would have been ended
even by now if it had not been for

the assistance given by the Australian
States, if it had not been for the fact
that these States gave military aid of the
very kind required to subdue the Boers,
a kind of military assistance which was
not forthcoming from the mother country.
That being the position, we have a very
strong claim to the respectful considera-
tion of our statement of the case. If we
look through the English papers at the
present time, it is impossible not to see
that a very definite effort is being made,
and unfortunately a very successful effort,
to boom the exploitation of South Africa
at the expense of Australia. Again and
again in the columns of the London Press
we see wails about the tremendous in-
debtedness of Australia, about over-
borrowing, and about the reckless
methods of Australian government; but
we are never told that in the Transvaal the
indebtedness per head of the white popu-
lation is very nearly £2800 as against only
£260 per head in Australia. We are nottold
tbis fact, and the investor in England is
not told it; but the investor in England
is told that unless a very large influx,* of
alien labour is allowed in the Transvaal,
that country cannot exist as a market for
English commodities, as an openig for
English investment. In Ausrla we
have, whether for weal or for woe, estab-
lished and affirmed the principle of a
white Australia; and if that principle is a
good one for Australia it is equally good
for South Africa, at any rate so far as the
introduction of coloured labour is con-
cerned. Of course we recognise that there
is an enormous coloured population in
South Africa already, and, as I have
indicated, it would be absurd for us to
attempt to interfere in any way with that
population; but we are entitled to affirm
that this principle of a white Australia
is applicable to every country in the
Empire where the labour conditions and
the climate are suitable to the employ-
ment of white men. Sooner or later there
mast be a cleavage between Australia
and the mother country unless this ques-
tion is settled satisfactorily, and in
accordance with Australian ideas and
Australian ideals. It is useless to talk
about preferential trade, Imperial federa-
tion, and topics of that kind when we see
this great principle which Australians
have most at heart about to be openly
violated on behalf of the mine owners in
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the Transvatal and of the large capitalists
who areinterestedin thermines in that coun-
try. We do not ask much of the mother
country: we do not ask for the guarantee
of a loan of X30,000,000, as was recently
done in the case of the Transvaal : all we
ask is a fair statement of the case in
regard to this country, a fair statement
of our position; and although the request
is moderate indeed we have not yet
succeeded in obtaining compliance. One
can scarcely take up an English news-
paper. by any mail that arrives from the
mother country, without encountering
statements of the most erroneous and
indeed libellous character in regard to
Australia as a whole and the individual
States of the Commonwealth. Only the
other day I saw an extract fromt a daily
paper commanding a wide circulation in
London, stating : -

Recent analyses of the various Australian
debts show that the dead-weight debt, making
all deductions for productive works, is now as
much per head as the national debt of Eng-
land. .. ..... Until great economies are,
effected in the government and administration,
and until the extravagant outlay on public
works ceases, the prospects of the British
investor cannot be considered roseate.

That is the attitude which . is being
adopted towards Australia. A distinctly
different attitude is adopted towards
South Africa. Everything favourable
that can possibly be said is said. The
greater proportion of the British Press is
even eudeavouring to secure the intro-
duction of this alien Chinese labour. An
attempt is being made in the magazines,
in the great organs of public opinion, to
create an idea that in South Africa itself
there is a strong body of opinion in favour
of the introduction of coloured labour.
I believe that, as a matter of fact, nine-
tenths of the Dutch population-that is
to say, the native-born population-are
entirely opposed to the change. Just as
we, when the Empire was in danger
in South Africa, came to its assis-
tance, so now I contend we should in a
matter of this kind, which is so near to
our hearts, go to the assistance of our
Dutch fellow subjects in the Transvaal
and throughout South Africa; and when
I say we should do so I am urging that
not only should we go to their aid but
also to the aid of the British working
population in South Africa. It is also
due to us, it is due to ourselves if we

accept the principle of a white Australia.
If we believe it to be a good working
principle wherever a British community
exists under climatic conditions which
allow of severe physical ]about, then
wherever those conditions obtain we owe
a, duty to lose no occasion of affirming it,
to lose no occasion of protesting against
its being broken, especially when the
intention is to break it on the huge scale
contemplated in South Africa. I do
therefore appeal to the Premier to give
to this amendment his weighty support.
I appeal to every member of the House,
altogether away from party considera-
tions, also to support it. I ask members
not to look on the matter as one of
Labour policy or of Labour legislation, but
to remember that we stand pledged irre-
vocably to the policy of a white A ustralia;
and f venture to predict that if we
unanimously pass this amendment to the
Address-in-Reply, we shall see that we
have set the spark to a flame which will
burn all over Australia; we shall see
that our example will be followed in the
Parliament of every State of the Common-
wealth, and not only that, but also in the
Parliament of the Commonwealth itself.
I do not despair that if we get a unani-
mous expression of opinion we shall
succeed even now, at the eleventh hour,
in defeating this iniquitous project to
deprive something like 200,000 of our
fellow white men of their means of
employment in South Africa, and to in-
troduce in their stead 200,000 alien
Chinese who have no claim on the Empire,
who will do nothing to minister to its
security, who will do nothing to make a
stronger South Africa, but on the con-
trary will be a factor of corruption work-
ing at the heart of the Empire, working
ultimately for its destruction, arousing
again racial strife in South Africa, and
leading to calamities which it is difficult.
adequately to conceive. I beg to move
the amendment.

On motion by MR. HIOHAM, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
At 10-35, the House adjourned until

the next Tuesday.


